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Continued from page 1

THE JUNGLE...

The canstruction work of the L Y Landing.” Wites Alr Commedors
new runway commenced on 12 Wijwsamat 1y
August 2011, under the leadership
of the current Commanding Officer Working with foresight

MM.T.C, Manamper]. However, the

The BLAF baasts of having its
En bullding the

lands in

most important phase of the ntch (o Jis
construction commenced only i
with the

Infrastructure that was
immediately required in place, The
Iranamadu runway constructions
alao saw the birth of Rapid Runway
Rpalr Wing (RERW), which will
continue in repalring and
constrocting runways in the ngmwrlnA Wing
country |-r||v"l|_M‘ wiiich cost anly

“Hince we staried with absolutsly o 1§ 0,000, Whvich
no experience, our staff, inchuding wirlidd ot e
civil engineers, did a lot of on-the. harve cost &
Job learning which, by now, was strengthened with four layers ! o Hs
made them experts in the field. instaad of the usual two the establishment of Innnmndu % 8,000,000, Thuw the
Their expertise and needed tosupport a lght alreraft. own Alr Traffic Control services. SLAF s role bn this

with ths facil such  Thel du airfleld is ready to “Spanninga length of 1.500mand  reapect has been
85 the newly. Iy n a fully-loaded C 150 width of 25m, meastire has been ekl func
Tiating Laboratary, helped the Hercules, the SLAF's largest aced (o quistly run down the aeddlition to
RERW mike steady progross. The transport afreraft. ralonwater with drains runming dom  providin
initial 85% of the work W Although in its infancy, the away fram the centreline. The 100m  Sri Lanks
completed in just 11 monthsand the  airfisld is already fedged with a X 80m aproq is perhaps the own perods
project would have been completed  fully functional runway light beginning of 'what might evolve
before If we system, taxiway as wellasanapron  intoa larger pad. With the third milligns af ripess,
tmmensely by the North Eastern ght system, layer of runway surfuce in place, i hillions, in
s known to order b {Tect | the C of the Alr Foree, spme to the
mm—%ﬁ L == Adr Marshal Hershy - 3 - -
R i i

L yorickrieidd pationally ﬂc'& o
=t

p— I e e i betiears! Fthia wcE loamior it
rn ta 'my the SLAF the South. With the pictiresqun
frunway used by Iranmmesdi ressrvalr b Mght, this
Sirmadu, he coled be o major tourist destination
thehi s boing fur those sesking jelsure and
oty in'the "Ad the beart af the

Northern main
where 1t will se

il off the eouritry
Bl @ b, lineing

Vavuniya. Thi 1“u r“,-,: of air
travel to this nq,..‘ will have I
ko plaoe eithe
Vasuniya ar P
which proves .

. Wi ktance
Irvalved. Herao g gegar
to catalyze ths

|wlwllh=uu.,u ty
notarious pg -~
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Py I‘Mon urism
of time, 1
nbrfield w

mndi
mid as a

retreat.
torthern irrigntion systom, the
once-forlarn potchof scrub
will bt set o he i crown je
Lanka's conquest of prosperity,
pence and koppiness,” adds
Commodors Wijesoariva

Iranamagly
T m-;: Tuni kbt

Balnsingham arrived In Sri
Lamich ot1o Makdivian sea plins,
muricing his return to Vann! on
25 March 2002

He flew direct from the

Maldives to Kilinocheh) on s ses-

plane and landed in Tranamaduy
it 10:30 a.m (half an hour Inter
than the local time due to
daylight saving time
adjustments)
aceariing to
medin reports af
the tine.

Shortly after
Hulasingham's

Norwegian

Peace Emoy,
Erik Salheim
and the then

Jon Westborg
alsa flew into
the Vanni in an
atrforee
chopper

Balasingham

LrTE



President opens SL's 16th domestic airport in Iranamadu

pewly constricted Dumestic Alepars
manudu was declarsd opon by
dont Mahinida Rajapaksa on 15 unb
Saturday], o the invitation of the
Commander of the Alr Foroe, Alr Marshal
Hartha Abeywickrama
The Fresident flew to lranamad ina
MA-60 alreraft e anka Air Force
{SLAF) that nuade the firsy landing, snida
o the saluiation by the fire [l

APt Thie MA G0 atrcralt
AoUrs 1o various destinatbons i
The rurway was ¢ inider Ui
cuntrel of the LTT hally bkt

o aecomininlate light aincrafl where 2
Liyer of tar hail been Lald over gravel.
Hawaver, the ITTE prior to abandoning
therunway during the latter stages of the
conflict, had completely destroyed it by
running hewvy machinery over it

Thaconitruction of the rumway
commenced on 12 Augiet 2001 and the
tank of completing the constriction was
Wamderd pver ta the SLAF 3 frphd Runway
Foquir Wiyt (RIIW)

tilizing their experiences and
knowledge. the REEW accemplished the

=
[ e v

et a quirter of the originally
estimaled cost. Tha runway which-ix 1,500
metres in length and 25 metres wide, cah,

o handle the largest slrcrilt of the SLAE

The improved facilities ar the airporr

would promaste the domaesthe siation
sector and provide dccess to thie Northern
Province, consequent to the development
of tourism in thie area I will il
contribute towards the governmant's

Devananda, the

Province AN

prnciit, Doig)

par of the Northern
rl, Governmant

Kilinochch. Roobavathy

eswaran and the Commander of the
Army, General Jagath Jayasuriya, senior
officers and service personnel were alsn
present on the nccasion




Jayasekara and Jayakodi
win Commander’s Trophy

Ananda Jayasekara
emerged the winner of the
Commander's Trophy for
2013 securing the highest
Stableford points in the
gents' Division with 30 points
while Manori Jayakodi won
the Ladies' Trophy with a
stableford score of 32 points
at the Annual Commander's
trophy golf tournament held
at The Eagles golflink, China
Bay Trincomalee on Saturday.

Chandana Weerasinghe

Manori }ayakoi (right) reﬂcehivmg the tro-:. :
phy from Commander of the Air Force Air
Marshal Harsha Abeywickrama

was placed the runner-up in
the gents’ Division with 29
points.

Rohith Silva and Nilika
Weerasinghe received
awards for the longest drive
and for the nearest to the pin
respectively.

The tournament was
played by eighty enthusiastic
golfers. The challenge was
spiced up with enjoyable and
unique rounds of golf on
Bermuda grass fairways

nanda ]ayaser {righj receivg the
Commander’s Trophy from the _
Commander of the Air Force Air Marshal

. Harsha Abeywickrama

comprising a 18 hole course
with remote sand bunkers,
roughs and ofcourse doglegs
right and left. The golfers
however, rose to the
challenge and displayed
excellent performance
throughout the tournament.

The awards were
presented ata gala awards
night held at ‘Bay view’
restaurant of the Eagles’ Golf
Links during the evening on
the same day.
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Distribution of racing bicycles and cycling equipment worth Rs. 3 million which was
received from the International Cycling Association to the Cycling Federation of Sri Lanka
took place in the presence of Minister of Sports Mahindananda Aluthgamage, at the
Department of Sports Development. Here Minister Aluthgamage handing over a bicycle to
the president of the Sri Lanka Cycling Interim Committee Air Vice Marshal Gajan
Bulathsinghala. Secretary of the Sri Lanka Cycling Interim Committee Group Captain
Kithsiri Thilakaratne and Manager of the Sri Lanka Cycling Interim Committee Squadron
Leader Prasanna Ranasinghe were present at this occasion.

(Picture by Palitha Gunasena - Ministry of Sports)
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18 fishermen dead, 36 missing

SLAF, Navy on the lookout for
missing fishermen at sea for the
second consecutive day

Bad weather to continue at least
for a few more days

§ BY A STAFF REPORTER

he disturbing detalls of the disaster
caused by the monsnon rains and
strong winds emerged yesterday as
officials said at least 18 fishermen have
been killed and dozens others are missing.
most of them fishermen caiight in the
saas,

The Navy and the Alf Foree are
searching for 36 flshermen who have been
missing at sea since the monsoon hit earty
on Saturday, Depuity Minister of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources Development,
Sarath Kumars Ganaratne, told reporters.

Somie 37 haats are missing from Galle,
Kalutara, Colombo and Negombo, sources
sald.

The bodies of 18 fishermen have so far
been faund, while the body of another
person was discovered on land, the

Beruwala, Two of them wers th

nearky trawler. A serdoualy injured p"mn
wazairiiftad fo the Nagoda Hopital We
Tave had continums surverftance ol aloig
the Southiern coastline” he said

able to direct u Aahing vesssl in the
vichsity t6 rescue two of the other
+ b 4

mmmmwmpt.ummmm.ﬁm
the helpof

W & i

miinister sajd A report of i fishermen aranded on 5
Meanwiille, thie Air Force deplayed 2 boat had anothmr search by the
andnhrull.lml:m&umulmc Mrm-eeax noan, which praved to be
he seas futtle s the search was cut shoet by bad
off the coastal stretch frem cdp-nw o weather,
ﬁnhn_ ‘ by to be A s ez calbed aus ko
d'.lllun. i Frops Katubmrunis, Ind an well bt the
nml Gie elie depleyed e akie st It
Ratmalana to Bt mdan!ldl!ll‘ SLAP continied to fly search
helicopter has been deployed on 2 search missions for the second dag, and another
and rescue mission along the coastal Ball 412 rescued N, K. Ananda, u fivherman
stretch from Ratmalina to Colperty. The From Balapitiva who was found clinging 1o
helicopter rescued two fishermen in two a by off the coastof Induriwa i
separate missions, landing at the Galle Saturday night. He was aififed ta SLAF
Tacw Green to tranafer the recued Bane Kanukurunda and Later tranfeerd tu
Pakermen on Saturday. the Nagnda Hoepltal
Another Bell 412 helicopter was According to the Disaster Management
ofya snarch and rescue mission Contre (DMC), by 5 pm. Saturday, some
shoatwith five persoms onboard inthe 237 families alang the coastline from
vicinity of Beruwala. The helicopter was Masnnar to Pottuvil had been displaced
able to locate the missing boat and from their homes, with five reporeed idlied
rescaed ane fisherman from the boat, and 73 injured, A tota] of 396 houses had
capiized: Thi vhi ‘been partially damaged by the fores of the
\paeritical wasaisfifted to wind, couplad with raim i several regions,
Hi wihidn 24 hmawes fadt boen compistels

destroyed.

Strong winds from Mannar to Potrovil,
passing via Colombo, Galle and
Hamhbantota necessitated the rescue of
fishermen in the seas off Mount Lavinka,

&ndm Wlhﬂm emphasized the

alrbaci

under the curmn w‘aﬂwrmndimns
However, 8 Bell 312 helicopter had beon

and Colpetty, on Saturday, with
the Alr Force rescultg two persons off the
Colpetty coast in twe separate
while 12 fishermen were
Balapitiya Hospitl At
were washed ashore in the

Alsoon Saturday disruption of power

sevieral parts of the

deplayed in the Colpetty-Dehiwala region
I the morning, with anather ane being Sanirday.
Illp.l.mdln Beruwaln

was
five sk I R aat Tt v

country, inchading Beruwala, Galle and
barll[!o

nhw:glhl!dnmla coastiine, whin

fishermen and residents of thearm

dragged sea guing vessels acrim the

raibway lines, demunding the xafe return

<of their kithand kin; who had gone o)

earfier in the

1
Ganeral 5e af the Sry

\m M

Ay, —rold rvperterssomes) boats

The Mavy and the Air Force
are searching for 36 fishermen
who have been missing at sea
since the monscon hit early
on Saturday, Deputy Minister
of Fisheries and Aguatic
Resources Development,
Sarath Kumara Guraratne

are missing from Galle
Kalutara, Colombe and
MNegambo, sources said.

The bodies of 18 fishermen
have so far been found, while
the body of ancther person
was discovered on land, the
minister said

confirmpd & Fort-bousd train coniii from
i =t b Miatars-Boand traen (nain
heen delayed 4s a result of &0

pohestian, Commander Koxald' |
Warnakulesuriys, sald ton special vessedis
h.n* boon sent out to the seas off Colantid
Jay to rescue ishermen, in
Suyura Jml 5.,r.m il cruft

fishermen o s
thie current we

Thie Departmmt of Me:
cnnfirmed the current windy copditiong s 2
manifestation of the soutliirren
munsnon, wiich has beerddililing uppfur
weekrwill contlnue for & simber of diar
beforn dylng down Theesrungth of it
i by been arther nighlipheest lwalﬂ"
Fast that heavyraing were not recordaid
wlong the Mannar-Privil coastdine

morning (Hamibantote- L

Ualle 1, Tram),

[Py Sarath Knwmnart)

Same peaple loaking aut o gpot bodts that furd go




conditions i Sri Lanka for
:mdmm-mwmum
me
nition 1o the foresight of hwtl:ﬂltlx
mu whnﬂbeﬂr!llul Into the audience

ulmy
end, the launch of the NOC will be o mean-
il

It i5 also meommanded to bring
the institutions and agencies
underouﬂmutypte{ammy
anew Ministry in line
meMnBSoI'mmm;agad
hyanEaszystedeeme

shipping, upurlu ot

MOES| mission
‘The MOESI was established in the year
2005 by bringing all the agencies of mete-
s d activities

under one entity and the main objective of

tsunami, wes level rise) living and non lhv-
resourcestfishery advisory, poly metal.
o
change.
mﬂmepdwﬂhgmL
nomena for sochkstal, economic and environ-
mental benefit 1z

nnd lﬂ.ll.lllllmls umnder the Department
of Ocean D (ne

bodies and affi

National Cerner for Admtnretic and Ocoan
Heseurch(NCAOR),Natiohmal Institute of

Technalogy (NIOTY) Indian Center
for Ocean Information Servivices (INCOIS)
Center for Marine Livining Resources
(CMLREand Integrated and Marine
MAM) T These insti-

Situation in Sri Lanka

The main institutions involved in Sri
Lanka on weather forocasting and nitural
disasters mainly tsunami, storm mm
warly warning systems oarth
nami and and floods m(l)mu

Area
tutions are under Earth Syststem Science
jon (ES0) managed @ by the ESO

The overarching vision of thihe ESO 18 10
excel in knowledge and technoaslogy enter-
pirise for earth system scienmee focused
towards socio -econom|

(2) The Disaster
Management Center (3) Geological Survey
and Mines Burean(GSMB) (4) National

‘Weather advisories and disaster
Imanagement in Sri Lanka

ties nre effective to manage nitural disas-
ters and

Different warmnings

Thave noted i the past the Mrteorology
Department and the GSMB give different
warnings on tsunami and earthquakes
followed by warnings from Disaster
Center, the d d agency
Llnllni luch wlrnlngl o cm‘tn._lnl:ws
storm lurw and sea lovel rise. The past
warnings and caused panle and pandemo-
nitum amang the coastal residents as well as
1 and small
ontrepreneurs resulting in even loss of
lives and having an adverse impact on the
economy Adding to this the NERO has no
proper way of predicting landslides and
other sarth movements as there is no coor

dination with the Metsorology

Further the Metasorology Department has
no effective to obtain informa-
thom from the on over

flow of reservolrs, tanks and rivers causing

fooding.

1 would strongly recommend to the
President to appoint a committes of sen-
for scientists in the various fields indi-

above

and mher line Ministries and evolve an
effective modality for effective early warn-

rslems to Joss of property and
::ll.lr‘l:!l lives dwm disasters. It is
4 to bring the

and agencies inder one entity preferably

Building Research O TBRO) (5)
Research

a new Ministry in line with the MoES of
India mannged by an Earth System Science
o (ES0) and Council under a

National Aquatic anel Resear
Agency (NARA ) and (8) Irrigation

Department
1t Ls irpteresting to note that these six _ent}-

3 L " i
wiew of four Minlstries namaly Ministries
of Disaster Management, Fisheries and

and Natural Resources
and Irrigation snd Water Resources

uun«'phm wlmmpnlmhr
roference with to the Indian sub-bcontinent
and surrounding oceans as well i ns the Polar

®Provide the nation with besiat Ml.blr
services n f the

Further the Central Environmental
Agency CEA) and the Marine Protection and
Prevention Authority (MPPA) involved in
land , surface and ground water and ooean

pollution established myder two more legis-

e 4 s

vices oic. and a pre requisites to achieve
a1 dait A o

tors fnvolved In marine affiirs both in the

mmmmmmmnm

other weather /climate lel

come under the Ministry

L §

The intention of this article is in no
way critical of the present Ministries,
Institutions and Agencies bt to highlight

sctivitles enacted by law and policies of the
Government

In conclusion | also strongly recommand
as & pre requisite to a integrated approach
to study the earth system processes o pro-
vide funds for the National Oceanology
Center which will work closely with the
MoESL and the other local antities in the
state and private sector. .To this end I fur-
ther recommend that a formal request boe
made to the Government of India for bi lat-

state including early warnings s to natural
disasters like storm surges. Eartarthquakes

ILEWI and other phenomenana through

tutlons of

relevant to Sri t.wha
Department of India
Center for Modlum Range
(NCMEWFund Indian

are ()|

upport science and technoloalogy devel:
opment for exploration and expaploltation
of ocean resountes (living and nd non living)

The Ilh. \l':g: ThinEST are beinaing pursued

of

The Important factor that the
Government of Sri Lanka as a matter of
great natfonal interest and urgency is to
wvaluate whether there is an effoctive coor-
dinating mechanism such as the MoESI
between these independent, multidiscipli-

eral to establish a Minkstry for
Earth Systems in close consultation with
our respective local entities and the private
sector.

Reforences - mhs;-umorvnlndm
Ministry of Earth Sciences Draft Approach
Paper for 12 th. h\ne\'url‘l.unmu 2017

nary and agen:
cles and minkstries and whether their short
medim and long term policy initiatives

- AR W T et YT P U STV

l‘l'ht writer Is a nll.rﬂl Economic
United

Natlons ESCAP
andd ran he raackad af Tasitracki@ant T )
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T & Pox By Finow Thewaun

s many as 15 boats

filled with

fishermen set out to

sea on Friday

vening from
Moratuwella but fishermen
from at least seven boats were
nm!r tu return home from that

Ruwe Anthony mc&lll.n: his
mid-sea ordenl on
he had not only lost many or his
fellow fishermen but also his
nephew that duy

Anthony along with his
nephrw Nilantha Tharadinandu
had set off to sea with a fellow
fisherman that Friday evening
as usual. The three had cast out
their nets and were fishing when
the seas had suddenly become
rough and the trio had decided to
return.

1t was on their way to land that
they had seen other boats that
set out with them capsize in the
rough seas. With no way to save
the other fishermen due to the
bad weather, the three had

ided to make it toland.

They had been floating in the
sea for a few hours when
Anthony ilantha
was not responding to any
questions or !a!klm

“Snl
him on th

THEY 1171 TO

body of his nephew to the flag
pole of the boat as he did not
want to lose him to the sen. “And
that's where | was since five in
the morning till 11, holding on to
his body because I didn't want to
bt him go, until lheNsvy Dvora
Ao to rescue me, " he said

It was when Anthony was
being rescued by the Navy that
tragedy struck again. “I lost his
body to the sea and we have not
hecnablelumrll_ he said

| FOUND NILANTHAAND
WEBOTH HUNG ON TOTHE
BOAT BUTWE COULD NOT
FIND THE OTHER
FISHERMAN WHO CAME
WITHUS

didn't know what was
hanpemm, So we walted,” he

“’l‘mn several of the boats had
returned to land, the news of bad
weather and capsized boats
reached the commumnity who had
informed all suthorities with the
hope th earch partles would
be

by
President of the

¥ simit to Jook for

Fisheries Association, Anura

tapped

that's when his hmd.l'eu:‘oﬂw
and I knew he was dead,”
Anthony sald recalling the
‘harroe

Anthony had then tied the

Fonseka the uphill
battle to send out official search

parthes.

“They left at about five in the
evening as usual. We realized the
sea was getting rougher but we

their

“When thers was no response
we couldn't think of anything
mmmmmw

Close to 2,000 protestors from
the community took to the
streets that day They burned
tyres and wood and demanded
that authorities start rescus

apal
Dehiwala - Mount Lavinia'
Mayor, Dhanasirl

Amaratunga, one of the

as forced to agree
in writing to develop the
fishing harbotir in the area,
as it was remained
dangerous. It was thereafter
that the boats were removed.
from-the rallway lines and’
rescus operations were begun
by the navy and the Alr Force.

While the overall death toll
due to bad weather had risen
n

men.

of wh o sea from

memﬂmlu\m\!ﬂhbﬂﬂunﬂd
then we started a
demonstration,” Fonsekn said.

Dehiwala on Friday evening,
close to 30 fishermen were yet
suspected to be missing.




Maldivian and Air
Force Chiefs meet

Maldivian Chief of Defence Forces Major General
Ahamed Shiam had cordial discussions with Air
Force Commander Air Marshal Harsha Abeywickra-
ma to strengthen the existing friendly relationship be-
tween the two militaries.

The Maldivian top military officer is on a five day
visit and will be meeting with President Mahinda
Rajapaksa and Defence Secretary Gotabaya Raja-

paksa as well.
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Ananda and Manori win
Commander’s Trophy

.. The Eagles' Golf Links
‘hosted the annual Com-
-tnander’s Trophy Golf Tour-
nament on June 1 (Satur-
day) at the Sri Lanka Air
Porce’s Golf Links in China
Bay, in the harbour city of
“Trincomalee.

The tournament, played
sunder the ‘Stableford rules’
“was open to all and started
-Off at 7.30AM with the
.participation of eighty
*enthusiastic golfers which
«includéd Suwineetha Sel-
Jvaratnam, Neesha Nirmal-
*ingam, Danushi Senad-
sheera, Nilu Jayatilleke,
.Anusha Senadheera, Suni
*Nirmalingam, Sanjeev
«Vairavanathan, Sujeewa
-Lankathilake, Kushal John-
‘pillai, Sidath Wettimuny,
Amal Cabraal, Maj Gen
‘Srinath Rajapakse, Sachin
*de Silva and Sohayb San-
-gani.

“The winner of the Mens' Division Ananda
“dayasekara is receiving the Commander’s
-Jrophy from Sri Lanka Air Force Commander
-Air Marshal Harsha Abeywickrama

K .

The challenge was
spiced up with enjovable
and unique rounds of golf
on Bermuda grass fairways
comprising a 18 hole
course with remote sand
bunkers, roughs and of
course coglegs right and
left. The' golfers however,
rose to ‘the challenge and
displayed excellent perfor-
mance: throughout the
tournament.

Ananda Jayasekara won
the Commander's Trophy

for 2013 securing the high- -

est points in the Mens’
Division with 30 points
while Manori Jayakody
won the Womens' Trophy
with a total score of 32
points. Chandana Weeras-
inghe was placed the run-
ner up of Mens' Division
with 29 points.

Rohith Silva and Nilika
Weerasinghe received

The winner of the Womens' Division Manori
Jayakody is receiving the Commander's
Trophy from Sri Lanka Air Force Com--
“mander Air Marshal Harsha Abeywickrama

awards for the longest drive
and for the nearest to the
pin respectively.

The Commander of the
Air Force Air Marshal Har-
sha Abeywickrama was pre-
sent on the links and at the
evening's awards night to
watch the golfers in action
and to give away the
awards.

The Chairman SLAF
Golf Air Vice Marshal KVB
Jayampathy, Director Aero-
pautical Engineering Air
“Vice Marshal PDJ Kumara-
siri, Director Electronic &
Telecommunication Engi-
neering Air Vice Marshal
RJ Pathirage, Comman-
dant SLAF Academy China
Bay Air Commodore SK
Pathirana and a few retired
Directors of the Air Force
Board of Management also
participated in the tourna-
ment.

1



ekha in action
in Maldives

Lekha Shehani

Lekha Shehani of the Sri Lanka Air
Force has been selected to represent
the country at the Maldives Interna-
tional Challenge — 2013 Badminton
Championship which is to be worked
off in Maldives from June 5 to 9.

Airwoman Lekha Shehani is the cur-
rent national ranking No-1 and is enjoy-
ing a highly successful season, having
performed outstandingly throughout
the last two years.

She is the only women representa-
tive on the team which comprises fif-
teen players.
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A reception for Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani
who arrived here on a three day visit was held in Colombo yesterday. Here, he
is seen in conversation with Defence Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, Chief of
Defence Staff Air Chief Marshal Roshan Goonetileke, Air Force Commander Air
Marshal Harsha Abeywickrama and Army Commander General Jagath Jayas-
uriya. This is his second visit to Sri Lanka. Picture by Sulochana Gamage




Mercedes Trophy
country finals today

The Mercedes Trophy, with the
reputation of a renowned interna-
tional golf tournament, is once again
here to transform a pure sporting
extravaganza into a ‘lifestyle brand
experience’. The participants of this
tournament comprise of distin-
guished achievers from all walks of
life and many find this event a great
opportunity to meet and interact
with other Mercedes-Benz owners.

Sri Lanka’s top golfing community
will be gathering at the Eagles’ Golf
Links — China Bay today for the Mer-
cedes Trophy Sri Lanka Country
finals. Diesel and Motor Engineering
PLC, General Distributor for Mer-
cedes-Benz in Sri Lanka is sponsor-
ing the Mercedes Trophy this year
for the 23rd consecutive time.

This event promises to gather the
most elite golfing community and
boasts to be the most exclusive
sporting event in the Sri Lankan
sporting calendar, where participa-
tion is limited to owners of Mer-
cedes-Benz, Jeep and Chrysler vehi-
cles. Moreover, this is a highly antic-
ipated tournament among the golf-
ing fraternity solely due to the pres-
tige and the rewards which await the
winners.

The winners stand the chance to

-
N i

29th June 201 3

o] & Molor Engineering PLC

Faales' Goll Links

NercedesTeaphy

DIMO Chairman Ranjith Panditage handing over the sponsorship cheque to Com-
mandant of the Air Force Academy and President of the Eagles’ Golf Links China
Bay, Air Commodore Sagara Kotakadeniya”. DIMO CEO Gahanath Pandithage and

Wing Commander Rajiv Kodippily were also present.

compete in the Mercedes Trophy
Asian Finals and if successful com-
pete in the world finals in Germany.

The climax of the series is the
world final, which for years has been
held traditionally in and around
Stuttgart, the “cradle of the automo-
bile”.

This venue underlines the close

relations between the brand Mer-
cedes-Benz and golf. The top win-
ners in each handicap categeries will
qualify for the Asian final, with an all
expenses paid trip to Australia.

The winner of each handicap cate-
gory at the Asian Final will qualify
for the World Final in Stuttgart,
Germany.
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@ President Mahinda Rajapaksa being recerved
by SLAF Commander, Air Marshal Harsha
Abeywickrema on arrival aboard a MA60 SLAF
azrcraft at the newly constructed Iranamadu
Domestic Airport yesterday. The President later
unveiled the plaque to mark the commis sszoning of
this atrport. This atrstrip, built by the LTTE,
was completely destroyed during the war and

was restored by the Air Force using its own ® The MA6O plane touching carrying
engineering expertise. The atr strip, 1,500 m the President and party touching down
long and 25 m wide, is now equipped to accom- at the airport.

modate C130 SLAF aircraff. (Pics by Sudath Silva)




MercedesTrophy Sri lunku
Country Finals 2013

he MercedesTrophy, with
the reputation of a
renowned international

Ing extravaganza mto a
‘lifestyle brand experience’.
The participants of this tour-
nament comprise of distin-
guished achievers from all
walks of life and many find

this event a great opportunity -

to meet and interact with
other Mercedes-Benz owners.
Sri Lanka’s top golfing com-
munity will be gathering at
the Eagles’ Golf Links - China
Bay on 29th of June 2013 for
the MercedesTrophy Sri :
- Lanka Country Finals. Diesel
& Motor Engineering PLC,

s

i

STl Cumuir

2916 Jun 3021

golf tournament,ls once aga.m -

Gt Erpinceving PLU

Mereedes Traphy

General Distributor for
Mercedes-Benz in Sri Lanka is
sponsoring the
MercedesTropm thJs 3931 for

The chmax of the senes is
the world final fwhich for
years has been held tradition-
ally in and around Stuttgart,
the “cradle of the automobile”.
This venue underlines the
close relations between the
brand Mercedes-Benz and golf.
The top winners in each hand-
icap categories will qualify for
the Asian final, with an all 'sf_,_.
expenses paid tri ip to v
Australia. The winner of each-
handicap category at the Asian
Final will qualify for the World «
Finalin Stuttgart, Germany.

igd
hat

Ranjith Pandltage (Chairman-DIMO) handmg over the spon-
sorship cheque to Commandant of the Air Force e Academy and
President of the Eagles’ Golf Links China Bay, Air
Commodore Sagara Kotakadeniya. Gahanath.Paudithage
(CEO-DIMO) and Wing Commander Rajiv Kodippily were also




Commander’s Trophy

he Commander of the Sri Lanka Air
Force Air Marshal HarshaAbey-
ickrema handed over the Trophy of the
nual Golf Tournament to the Chair-
n of Sri Lanka Air Force Golf, Air
‘ice Marshal KapilaJayampathyearlier
is week symbolizing the inauguration
2 new SLAF tradition of hosting an
" Annual Golf Tournament.

| The trophy is fashioned on the lines

L3

g;he ‘Claret Jug" which is the trophy

‘that has been presented to the winner

rat' the British open championship since
1873.

The SLAF Commander’s trophy dif-
‘fers from this trophy in that it has its
“own unique engraving which reflects
'Sri Lanka's rich cultural heritage.

" The Commander’s Trophy Annual
' Golf Tournament, which is open to all

commencedyesterday at the SLAF's
own Eagle’s Golf Links in the pictur-
‘esque settings of China Bay, close to the
‘harbor city of Trincomalee.
The 18 hole course which winds its
way through undulating ground over-
looking the scenic Clappenberg and
‘Malay Cove will come alive on Satur-
" day the 1st with the sounds of gutta-
Lpercha... or rather its modern version,
=

and will follow the Stableford rules, -

Annual Golf Tournament

striking wood and steel and with cries It is expected that this new tradition
of fore! With over one hundred golfers  will fill a long awaited need amongst the
expected to parcipate, it is expected to be golfing fraternity for a new challenging

a busy day out on the green. competition in a unique location.

s



SLAF's daring missions to save lives

BY DHAMESHI
ATAWARA

The wind blew at 30 knots and there
veas o decrease. The domd and the
rain frade it imypossible to see anything
beyond 1,000 metres. The weather was.
becoening turbulent, creating an adverse
situation. This was how the gy veas ke

Swhen the Sri Latka Alr Foece Bell412%
sund ¥ 12 ook off o search and rescue
h ing and stranded fishermen who
~have gone 1o the sea in the wee hours of
fume 8. bt was o fateful day for Sei Lank-

The Beech Klag Alr (B-200T Beecheraft)
:mtnhu abrcraft with plots

The search party - The Y12 with the twe.
pilots

mny-:m;mn,
Iunia I switch roles
'fml Mmummb—

Commander Channa Disssnayake start-
hhqﬁh“mdnﬂﬁ

‘Worst case scenario

e
lshead on sty
the situation bs under control. Yet when

that he was. 0t 30 dock

w&lwdkmwm“m
with the rope.

“Thhe sea was very rough. | could see

Indika
by Irearvy wves Ciimes saiel. kg with their crew with Corporal Bell412 renarms o the same location te
The struggle bettveeen the rescuerand. S Corporal rescue the other persan.
the victim was iffterse. The waveswere  poral Nawaratne and Leading Afrcraft *I'I-enuldlmlnmﬁnmmy
pushirg Chamitills 30 -25 metres away i Kumara were hovering and fiying—— [rector Operations around 6.15.p m.
from the victim, wver seas off Dehiwals for more tan Darleness was sesting in and fying in the
Finally he maniijped 1o rope the survi-  two hours resciting fAishermen. dark specially in siach an adverse weath-
vor and by then Chuminds was alio in 4 rescuer wamild start rop- cuumhn;dundnwmnﬂrp‘
4 crucial situstiush, et the rescuer’s job img dhowers at 100 — H0 feet height. The o ¥t if w tried we could save anather,
ik not dome on to the rope sirman down for rescue corm- lifie: Therefone, we took the risk” said
e iy from the helicopter tmanicate with us using hand signals snd Wi Comum. Disssnyale,
and 1 <oty salty weater after an it i% s who have bo commuinicate what The Nod squadron is with 13 pllots
fritense struggle- seiih the rough sen, the  our man down says 1o our pllots Durtng  along with 235 technical saff. Atan
airman had 10 B munw-lmnwmhmnw instance there will be 65 on duty. We
bl they reaclies; e Landi with this weather have u separate duty crew ASi -
Inlhmmmmrmlulﬂmt"'&m 100k us nearly twenty e, n‘ldlh; Al Sea Rescue.
b thse skclld of this atrman. ‘That crew about 13 is responsible for.
,\,ﬁa—mudnulhzysmhmﬂwwuh The rescuers have an: | day to day servicing and prep
s the Bell i fanded Chamindaand  icking survivor who coukd doanything.  the helicopiers.
the survivor 8 ‘e Beruwata fishing , i his It s the rescuer Mu:nmﬂﬁmhuml.m
harbuour anil st off o save another wirman who shoald be. md*qh- i meant for rescue missions. This can
three wirviviis on the infirmation they wwwmu::f e Ated with all the vescue
recerved frompihe Y12 aircradt that was.— calm Jiis s well. This s not anly for carrying VIR
on search opgirition in the same area. Mmdkawhdwuk This is for ssarch and resoue missions,
Anathes Heall 412 Helicopter with the survivor 10 the Galle Face green as cammalty cracuation and for carrying
quwwmmrmumu it is there the medical weams waited P, »
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The Air force plane carrying President
Rajapaksa lands on the Iranamadu
airstrip and (below) the President
receiving a red carpet welcome

sits

Choose friend, resident “

tells Northern voters

By Arlyaratne Ranabahu

President Mahinda Rajapaksa yes-
terday urged the people of the North
to make the right choice at the forth-
coming elections to the Northern
Provincial Council (NPC).

“Re watunu wale dawal wattenna
epa. (Do not fall into the same trap
you already fell into before). You
have been misled and kept blindfol-
ded by certain forces and they are
still trying to do the same”, the Presi-
dent told a public rally in Kilinoch-
ghi. The rally was the first before the
proposed NPC elections in Septem-
ber.

In a speech, a large portion of

which as delivered in Tamil, the Pres-

ident quoted from a well-known
Sinhalese saying which says thata
friend who is close is better than the
relative who is far (Dura inna navata
wadiva laga inna yaluwa hondat).
The President kicked off his trip to
the North by declaring open the Ira-
namadu domestic airport, a housing

EEIEEER

scheme in Mullaitivu housing
scheme and sections of the A9 route
which was newly constructed.
., Alarge crowd gathered near the
newly-opened People’s Bank in Kili-
nochchi to listen to the President.
Mr. Rajapaksa said that when the
new NPC was installed the govern-

ment hoped to undertake bigger proj-

ects for the development of the
North.

“We are giving the people of the
North the same that are given to the
South,” he said, adding that the peo-
ple should make a decision that was
good for the future of their children.



The Air force plane carrying President
Rajapaksa lands on the Iranamadu
airstrip and (below) the President

receiving a red carpet welcome

Choosea fre, President

tells Northern voters

By Arlyaratne Ranabahu

President Mahinda Rajapaksa yes-
terday urged the people of the North
to make the right choice at the forth-
coming elections to the Northern
Provincial Council (NPC).

“Re watunu wale dawal wattenna
epa. (Do not fall into the same trap
you already fell into before). You
have been misled and kept blindfol-
ded by certain forces and they are
still trying to do the same”, the Presi-
dent told a public rally in Kilinoch-
chi. The rally was the first before the
proposed NPC elections in Septem-
ber.

In a speech, alarge portion of

which as delivered in Tamil, the Pres-

ident quoted from a well-known
Sinhalese saying which says thata
friend who is close is better than the
relative who is far (Dura inna nayata
wadiya laga inna yaluwa hondai).
The President kicked off his trip to
the North by declaring open the Ira-
namadu domestic airport, a housing

scheme in Mullaitivu housing
scheme and sections of the A9 route
which was newly constructed.

. Alarge crowd gathered near the
newly-opened People’s Bank in Kili-
nochchi to listen to the President.

Mr. Rajapaksa said that when the
new NPC was installed the govern-

ment hoped to undertake bigger proj-
ects for the development of the
North.

“We are giving the people of the
North the same that are given to the
South,” he said, adding that the peo-
ple should make a decision that was
good for the future of their children.
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SLAF 33rd Intake to
celebrate anniversary

The 33rd Intake of the Sri Lanka Air Force
(SLAF) will celebrate its 44th anmversary (1969
- 2013) in November, with an excursion to Stable
Hill, Diyatalawa, where the Airmen underwent
training at the Ground Combat and Recruit
Training Unit of the Royal Ceylon Air Force, 44
years ago.

It is coordinated by the Steering Commit-
tee Chairman, T.A.S. de Silva (+94719811687)
and the Media Co-ordinator, K.A. Ariyapala
(+94776250508).



Leaders stay put while Colombo
FC stuns Negombo Youth

Navy Sports Club snatched the
leadership from Blue Star while

DIALOG CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 2013

Solid Sports Club remain on top
for the third week running in their Group A
respective groups as the Dialog TWLW Club P W D L GF GAPts
Champions League 2013 football 1 3 Nawy : SRS 2 G s [
competition completed its sev- 2 1 BlueStar S SRR [ ey PP
enth round this last weekend. 3 g g::;:!“lzc FC g § g ; 3 i’o g
m Group ‘A’ unbeaten Navy o T w— ST
6 4 T N R Y U 2 IS
VT e B s S e
8T . 2 2 4 9 .6
by a massive 5-0 at Welisara: 8. o8 b 5 3 14 9 3
The scheduled match between 10 10 : 1 3 2 14 1
Blue Star and Matara City was --
" abandoned to due inclement Grot
weather and as a result they lost : ? w W D L GF GAPts
their top position from the group. 1 B2 a s Sl T8 1.
Colombo FC gained two places 2 3 PSR o, ol - M2 )
in the table as they beat the 3 2 : 3 1 15 12 12
strong Negombo Youth outfit by qes 2 3119 08
6-1in an away game, to move up 2 e 28 118
from fifth to third. Ratnam lost to 6 7 e ":?" 119 6
Air Force by 2-1 at City Football 7 6 Nandimttra 7 1 3 8 10 19 6
Complex and this resulted in 8’ a5 NewYoungs S Tl 480t e
' 9 10 Kalutara Park 5. 1 3 6 1404
causing them two notches as 10 9 Pelicans o § g RN e
they were pushed down to fourth
in the table. Java Lane beat Sa- from
unders by 2-0 at the same venue  hapura remain as the only un- Negombo remains at fourth posi-
a day earlier and moved up a beaten team from the group. Sol-  tion as Renown who managed to
place to fifth while Matara City id SC is one of the teams to com-  hold on to their place at fifth, de-

despite their game being aban-
doned was pushed down to sixth
from fourth. Air Force's win
against Ratnam helped them gain
two places to seventh as Saun-
ders by losing their game against
Java Lane, lost a place and
moved down to eighth. Negombo

plete all rounds by now as they
become the first team to near 20
points. Solid SC's closest rivals
Army SC who has all the poten-
tial to dislodge them again
moved up to second place after
crushing favourites Renown by 4-
0 at Longdon Place. Upcountry Li-

spite losing to Army by 4-0. Po-
lice SC drew against New Youngs
by 2-all at Wennappuwa and hop-
ped a place to sixth as they ex-
changed places with Nandimithra
who were beaten by table topper
Solid SC. New Youngs' drawn
game against Police helped them

Youth's massive defeat at the ons drew their game against Peli- remain at eighth while Kalutara
hands of newcomers Colombo FC  cans by 2-all at Nawalapitiya but  Park progressed to ninth from the
pushed them down to ninth as lost one place and swapped pla-  bottom after their win against
Super Sun still lingers withouta  ces with Army SC to third posi-  Don Bosco. Pelicans’ win drought
win to their name at the very bot- tion. Don Bosco lost theirgame  continues for the fifth week as
tom of the table. against Kalutara Park by 2-1inan they ran out of luck against Up-

From Group ‘B’ newcomers
Solid SC beat Nandimithra by 3-2

away match but that could not
make a bigger impact to their
standing in the table. The team

country Lions and moved down
to the bottom of the table.

,ﬁ' at their home ground in Anurad- -NA 1

Ratnam and Java Lane are
" still struggling to find form
this DCL season. - File pic




Heavy rains....

- In Matara, the houses of 25 families
(comprising 121 individuals) were badly
damaged by the strong winds, he said.
“We have also received reports of dam-
age and destruction from the Kalutara
and Galle areas”.

“Our officers are out in the field and
according to information gathered the
coastal stretch between Dehiwala and
Beruwala was the worst hit”,

Strong winds also damaged houses
and uprooted trees in Colombo and
many parts of the country, “It was not
the rain that caused most of the damage
but the howling winds”.

- Giant trees were uprooted in the
metropolis and other parts of the coun-
try blocking key roads and obstructing
traffic. A giant tree which was uprooted
by strong winds on the Galle Road and
the Colombo-Kandy Road held up traf-
fie, which was fortunately sparse as it
was a Saturday. An old, huge tree col-
lapsed at Maitland Crescent badly dam-
aging a two-storied house.

The wind speed may increase up to
80 kmph, the Meteorology Department
predicted, warning people to be “vigi-

_lant of the prevailing bad weather”.

& 0 e =

A tense situation developed at
Dehiwala when a group of irate fisher-
folk dragged their boats across the rail
track yesterday morning disrupting
train services on the Southern coastal
line for many hours. They demanded
that their missing colleagues be rescued
immediately and also a warning light be
installed at a vantage point to guide

those going out to sea particularly dur-
ing inclement weather.

The angry protesters also made a
bonfire on the rail track to focus atten-
tion on their plight, but later dispersed
following assurances by Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia Mayor, Dhanasiri Amaratunga
and Senior DIG (Western Province)
Anura Senanayake,

AR s e

From page 1

Three fishermen who had set sail
from Dehiwala, but had swum ashore
when their craft capsized, were amongst
the agitating members of the fisher
community.

The fishermen complained that
there had been no prior warning of gale
force winds, which would have other-
wise sounded a note of caution and gen-
erated a sense of preparedness on the
part of those venturing out to face the
worst.

Journalists covering the protest also
saw a badly mutilated turtle, which had
been carried ashore by the huge waves
and flung against the rocks on the
shore.

Adverse weather conditions with
strong winds will continue due to acti-
vation of South-west monsoon over Sri
Lanka today as well, the department
cautioned.

Fishermen and naval communities
were advised to refrain from their rou-
tine activities in the deep and shallow
sea areas, especially off the coast
extending from Mannar to Pottuvil via
Colombo, Galle and Hambantota due to
the prevailing windy conditions.



Rescuors brave rough seat as they al

to local

isharman whe went missing

following severe weather conditions that prevailed in the easly hours of yester:

ormpl
Strong winds and heavy rain made for a lethal combination, as many fishermen ware strandard mid-sea,

Fails to disseminate | Delay in establishing an
advanced radar system

timely warning

Arthur Wamanan and Sandun
Jayawardana

The fallure to disseminate a timely
warning on the prevalent inclemaent
weather conditions has rosulted in
loss of lives and damages to property,
where least five fishermen wore
reported dead and soveral others
missing as of yestorday afternoon.

The Meteorological Department
attributad this proklem to the delay
in establishing an advanced radar
system. The Department, following
the gale storms that affected the
Southern Coast in November 2011,
said it was working on establishing
advanced radars that would detect
stormy weather conditions well in
advanca than the existing system.

Director  Genoral  of  the

rological Department, SH.
awasam admitted that It was
toa late by the timae it had relayed the
warning to tha DMC, Karfyawasam
sald the delay was due to the

problems in recelving the information
on tima. He salkd that the department
was already looking into ways of
Improving their systems to avold such
Incidants in future. "We are looking at
‘ways to upgrade our system. W have
requested the authorities to address
the lssue,” he said,

Fishing families living along the
coastal areas in Dehiwela who wore
affected by the sdverse weather
protested against the authorities,
caling on them to take immediate
steps to rescue fisher folk missing at
e

a,

According to Deputy Director
(Media), Disastor ~ Management
Center (DMC) Sarath Lal Kumara, the
deaths of five persans including four
fishermen had been confirmed by
yestorday ovening while 13 persons
were roported injured. A further 17
fishermen were reported missing
in Galle alcne. The DMC was yet to
recaive information of the missing
from ather aroas, he noted.

Kumars also sald that 20
fishermon who were stranded mid
s0a were rescusd by the Mavy and
Alr Force. In addition, 24 houses
were reported fully damaged while
ancther 396 had suffered partial

ges.

Minister of Disaster Management
Mahinda Amarawoera said he had
Inquired from the Met Department
regarding accusations that a timely
warming had not been given to
fishing communities along the coast,
“The Departmant Informed me that
it had advised those conducting
MNaval and fishing activities to be
vigitant regarding severs weather
for the past several days. However,
their contention Is that the waming
hod been disregarded by some
fishermen,” he sald,

Amaraweera  admitted the
department had not Issued ‘a specific
severe waathor advisory' for Friday
(7). The Met Department's forecast
Issued at 1600 hours on Friday (7) for

Ple by Rukshan Abaywansl

Minister accuses fishermen .
of disregarding warning

the fallowing 36 hours had requestad
MNaval and fishing communities 'to

coast extending from Manniar

to Pottuvil via Colombo and Galle will
be rough with strong southwestarly
winds up to BOkmp/h'. .

A ‘severo weather advisory’ wai
issued at 0300 hours yesterday by
the Department's Early Warning
Centre requesting Naval and fishing
communities to ‘refrain their activities
in tha deep and shallow sea areas,
especlally off the coast extending
from Mannar to Pottuvil via Colamba,
Galle and Hambantota',

The Disaster Management Contaof
(DMC) with the assistance of the Alr

@ and Navy yesterday launched
@& search and rescue operation along
the coastal areas following severs
weather conditions
expeorionced in
several parts of the
country in the wee
hours of yasterday.



| Continued from page 1

Met Department ...

The DMC, which is the official body to
disseminate public warnings on weather re-
lated issues, said it had received a severe
weather advisory from the Meteorology De-
partment at three am. yesterday. However,
DMC officials said they received the warn-
ing at a time when fishermen had already
moved to the seas.

Sri Lanka Air Force Spokesperson (SLAF)
Air Commodore Andrew Wijesooriya said
the SLAF had flown three rescue missions
from yesterday morning. Two Bell 412 heli-
copters had been deployed: one to the Kol-
lupitiya and Dehiwela areas, and the other
to Beruwela, he added. “The severe weath-
er made flying very difficult, but our pilots
still fiew due to the urgency of the situation,”
he explained.

Wijesooriya said Air Force personnel were
able to pluck one ;njured fishermen from a
capsized vessel carrying five persons off
the coast of Beruwela. They were also able
to alert a nearby trawler of the presence of
two others in the sea, leading to their res-
cue;-and two others had swarm to shore.
Aceﬁrﬁmgly, all five persons on the boat
were rescued alive, he stressed. The fisher-
man rescued by the Air Force was flown to
Katukurunda and was currently being treat-
ed for his injuries at the Nagoda hospital,
he added. Additionally, two other fishermen
were rescued by the Air Force in the seas
off Kollupitiya, Wijesooriya said.

“We also deployed a Y12 aircraft to De-

hiwela to search for a boat which report-
edly had six persons onboard that had gone
missing. However, we were unable to locate
it," the Air Force spokesman said.

All aircraft had returned to their respective
airfields by last evening, but were on stand-
by to assist in further rescue operations if
called upon to do so, he further said.

Navy Spokesperson Commander Kosala
Warnakulasuriya said the Navy had de-
ployed three ships (SLNS Sayura, SLNS
Suranimala and SLNS Jayasagara) and five
Fast Attack Crafts (FACs) to rescue fisher-
men. The vessels were those attached to
the Navy's Western and Southern Naval
Commands, he added. Navy personnel
from these vessels had rescued three fish-
ermen; one in Kollupitiya and two in Beru-
wela, he revealed.

Naval rescue operations were still ongoing
at the time this edition went to press. Police
Media Spokesman SP Buddika Siriwardena
said the deaths of four fishermen had been
confirmed by last evening. They are from
Ahungalla, Beruwela, Bentota and Galle, he
added. However, the death toll was likely to
rise as the number of those missing was still
unclear, he further said. “Fishermen have
gone out to sea from many fishing harbors,
and some of those reported missing have
been rescued or have made it to shore at
various locations. Therefore, it is difficult at
this stage to say just how many are miss-
ing,” Siriwardena explained.




Distribution of -racing bicycles
and cycling equipment

Racing bicycles and cycling equipment
worth Rs. 3 million, donated by the
International Cycling Association to the
Cycling Federation of Sri Lanka were distrib-
uted in the présence of Minister of Sports,
Mahindananda Aluthgamage at the

Department of Sports Development, yesterday

Minister Aluthgamage is pictured handing
over a bicycle to the President of the Sri

Lanka

Cycling Interim Committee, Air Vice
Marshal Gagan Bulathsinhala.

Secretary of the Sri Lanka Cycling Interim
Committee, Group Cdptain Kithsiri
Thilakaratne and Manager of the Sri Lanka
Cycling Interim Committee, Squadron Leader
Prasanna Ranasinghe were present at the
occasion.
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Aerial view of lranamadu rumway

President Rajapaksa flies to Vanni east airdrome

SLAF develops Tig
accommodate

alength of 1,500 metres and

Irsnumadp tank was meant to

biring in plane loads of ammunl-
tlon and some specialised armaments,
which could have had helped the LTTE
to stall the advancing Sri Lanka Army
“{8LA) on the Vanni east front.

Thw had alvstrips both east amd

andy-Jaffna A9 road.

i Tlu- LTTE's largest sirstrip near the

MIA) 2009, four years ago, r:n SLA}" hu-
transformed the airstrip into the largest
such facility in the Vannl mainland.

An SLAF spokesman told The fsland
that it hod built it from scratch.

width of 25 motres, it will beable to
accommodate even o fully loaded C-130
Heroules transport aircraft, the largest
in service with the SLAF" the official
sajd,

Asked whether attack abreraft could
touch down on the runway. o high rank-
ing official sald that even a jet could land
there in an emergency.

An SLAF fixed h-lm‘l afreraft carrving
President Mahinda Rajapaksa is sched-
uled to towch down at Iranamadu this
morning {Jane 1 'l'hl President
recoived by SLAF Chiel Alr Marshal
Harshp Ab T

Instend of two layers, the SLAF had
decided to lay four hence ensuring it
cottld accommodate lnrge aircraft, the
official said. With the third layer of run-
way surface in place in mid July 2011,
Afr Marshal Abeywickrema made a test

Alr Marshal Harsha Aknm (C) foliowing test flight on Dec 9, 2012

er airstrip to

-130s, jets

Ianding fn a Chinese ¥ 12 aircraft,

ough LTTE light alreraft
launched from different LTTE =\mrlps
attacked Palaly, Anuradhapu
Katunayalke as well as Cululubu during
eclam war IV, the big runway at
Iranamadis had been bullt with a view fo
bringing in armaments, military sourms
mk‘l Vulr time navy commander Vice

the country.

Tho SLAF spotted the runway at an
initial stage of construction during the
Norwegian arranged Ceasefire
Agreament (CFA). Although the SLAF
had observed light alreraft on the run-
way, the CFA prevented the government
from taking action.

Sources sad that the SLAF single-
undertook the rumway con-

told
Tm falrmd at that time the LTTE had
been forcod to serfously consider bring-
Ing In plane loads of arms owing to l.he'

struction project otilising its own man.

power. Sources said that the earth

neqmn'm--ul had been procured from the
iren mnd the metnl Feqaire

of = floating

The SLAF's Rapid Runway Repair
Wing (RRRW) had spearheaded the run-
wiy brilding project with the main work
conmmencing in Feb, 2012, the SLAF said,
adding that B5% of the work had been
completed in just 11 months and it could
have been finished earlier if not for
heavy rains experienced in that part of

mnnr was mm!dm‘l fram SLAF's own
r Mamadnwa, Vavunia. SLAF

*The lighting system which
\luuld hirve cust ut least Rs 18 mn was
manufactured by the Mechanical and
Electrical Engineering Wing of the

SLAF at o cost of less that one million
rispees.”




Trinity win Bradby Shield

Ampng the dignitaries prevent af th

Preaident with the Leader

wiker than hnmmkmﬁmwm an onkurmbym himself Ji'mla m-

Royal College

Principal. and the newly appointed Brffn,‘ Defence Staffl Jagath Jayvasurive,

Y ROCHELLE PALIPANE GUMARATHE

anhs a5 the rugby ball was passed

from player to player st the Roval
Sports Complex when Trinity College,
Kandy and Royal College, Colombo
fought for supremacy at the second leg
of the Bradby Amidst the oohs and aahs
WOTe 0 rml epitaphs and “aiyo’s” uttered
both teams missed
to seore brilliant

It was eighty minotes of oohs and

MMMMIU(IQ !!' iT!w

Trinity (TCRY's 09 (3F) but the overall
soore baing 46 o :IE !n favour of TCK
mhio ultimately retained the shield

Dynnmo." and his united hvnd «1‘
members moared out “T-R:
The chiel guest was Micl I \||||Jz|
one of the legendary Royal captains of
the 1972 team, who won the Brodby
Thereafter the TCK team perft
'HAEAX created primarily for their te
It was poetry in motion but the execu-
tion of that wonderful ritual was
marred by some of RC players who
soemed frazzled by it and tried to intim
Idate their opponents. What they =
howe done was simply n md st

form AKA

Enough said on that subject, pow o
the game proper... The first three min-
utes into the game, TCK was awarded a
penalty \ulh T nlmlrl Hnmmh kn I\

Trinity College, Kandy winsihve Bradby Shield. The Lions perform a victorious roar!
(Pix by Komal Wannbarachchi)

again but ‘surefooted’ Rimzi surprised

or. Rimel Jamaldest, captain off ilC,

Al haki-time, the score was SeRs.
Come second half and the sootws was
mnde even by
The Roval forwnrds kept gaining geround
amed w ranabie wos mearbed tn B paon

all by failing to deliver. At the 28th
minute Ratwaite ensured the kick went
through when TCK was awarded a
penalty, At the eleventh hour RC's
umpteenth attempts ot scoring a try was
finally made into a reality by Shuaib
Muthaliph who scored on epic try

was converted by the sklppur TCK's
reply was too fi . The final score at
the last whistle was in favour of RC
(13/0) bzt the shield was awarded to the
Lions for defending the overall score

winning the coveted Bradby :mdd in

T'rn was also n significant |ml II'L
what senttmental
own famed referee. Dilroy l‘arn.mﬂo
who blew the whistle for the last time.
Hats off to you Sir, for years of dedica™
thon to referesing!

A MR = R WM R



Vanni east landscape
transformed with new
airfield, major SLAF station

In accordunes with the over-
= a!] security Hategy in the
June 15 Iranamadu airstrip: The SLAF ‘Holitours’ oparated MA 60 56-ssater passenger plane touches o\ o, (he SLAF has
down ing tkg:.urunm

P : ing from clandestine LTTE operations main base in
SuAMINDRA PERDINANDO reporting drangmadt during eelam war IV, on the SLAF station
morning of June 15, marking a  prised pre

he Ch built MA 60 landed on the newly  new chapter in post-war develop-  supplied by Chigy siricw the con-

] passenger plane carrying constructed SLAF runway at  ment in the Vanni mainland. clusion of the Swfligt in May
President Mahinda Iranamadu, the heartland of The SLAF took delivery of the 20090, The trafdformation of
twin engined turboprop MA 60 Iranamdu had Seen gradus),

aircraft on Sept. 30, 2011. with Wing Commander

d M 1 being

The President was T P
by SLAF chief, Air Marshal the incumbent Commanding
wic Officer there,
The LTTE's
was meant to

vigest airstrip
ing in plane

retived Major General G. A. loads of arms in e high pro
Chandrasiri too, were present. file SLN operatisi an the high
Having unvelled a plaque at the seas caused the Gyiyction of
airfield to mark his historic visit 1t ‘floating  Stenuls’  The
there, the President took part in  Tigers” plan went sy,

a series of events in the region. The SLAF utilissjts expert

ise to complete  J o1
was Army Commander, General Would enable the aeje
Jagath Jayasuriya. It was the oneven bigger tasy SLAF Chief Air Marshal Harsha Abeywickrama accompanies
army commander’s first visit to SLAF  spokenian  Air  President Rajapaksa Plrrures by Sucdath Sifva

the former operational arcas Commodore Andy \Wijesuriya

since Friday's announcement of told The Island Ai¢'the LTTE #ency. The SLAF chiel was unit which- caused Immense
his promotion as well as the had launched the proj- responding to a query by The damage in 4 daring rald on the

n
o take

appointment of Major General ect years back, bifore the fxland, 5 ot Anuradhapura
Daya Ratnaynke as his successor  outhreak of mAal: hattles in The writer had the opportinl-  during the fourth week of Oct
with efféct from August 1 August 2006, ty to fly in to the small

irfield 2007, had  rehearsed t
Spanning a length of 1,500 The LTTE had,{iflt o smaller  earlier in the day and move over- 1 by
metres and a width of 25 metres, runway a little \fminee away  loand to the newly built runws
the runway could accommodate from the main;dhding strip, At the edge of the runway, ©
even u fully londed C-130 which Alr Marshal Wreckage of an SLAF Mi 2
Hercules transport aircraft, the Abeywickrema sl could even destroyed during the conflict,
largest in seryice with the SLAF.  accommodate

namdu, probably on  the
runway

in the Anu
) attack had been lnunched from
it an emer. can be seen one of the airstrips at

1t Is believed that the LTTE  Irmnamadu




orce fight another forest fire

By DASUN EDIRISINGHE

terday deployed a Bell 212 hel-

icopter from Hingurakgoda,
equipped with Bambi bucket, to
control -a forest fire in the
Hikkagala forest reserve in the
Maduru Oya area, SLAF
Spokesman Air Commodore Andy
Wijesuriya said.

He said that they released the
helicopter with airmen on a
request from the Disaster
Management Centre (DMC).

The DMC sought the assistance
of the SLAF to douse the major for-
est fire which broke out in the
Hikkagala forest reserve located
towards the northeast of
Maduruoya Tank, Air Commodore

The Sri Lanka Air Force yes-

Wijesuriya said adding that the
SLAF No. 7 helicopter Squadron,
stationed at the SLAF Base in
Hingurakgoda, deployed one Bell
212 helicopter to control a fire
engulfing approximately 1,130
hectares.

Wijesuriya said, using water
from the Pimburattewa Tank the
crew of Bell 212 helicopter battled
the fire with its ‘Bambi bucket’ fly-
ing five consecutive sorties and lim-
ited the spread of the raging
flames.

The operation was conducted
with the assistance of the Sri
Lanka Army, which was also fight-
ing the fire on the ground, the Air
Commodore said.
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