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“Sprinters under the microscope

BY ANJANA
 KALUARACHCHI

Sri Lanka's sprinters are ready
and geared to prove their
personal best at the forthcoming
Asian Grand Prix starting
tomorrow in the Thai capital of
Bangkok.

New 100 metres champion
Mohamed Safran is keen on
performing his best while
focusing on the 4X100 metres
relay too.

“I had a good last season and
started on a high note this year
too. Competition is tough there
(Thailand) for the 100 metres
and I'm looking forward to go
beyond my personal best of
10.64 seconds “said Safran.

Safran clocked 10.64 seconds
last year and beat Shehan
Ambepitiya at the last concluded

AR
Jani

) i 3 — o Y
athurangi (right) finishing ahead of Sujani
|Buddika (left) at last year's National Sports Festival

trial.

“We also focus on the 4X100
relay. With Shehan, Hasaranga
and Nadeeshan we are in good
form and have been practicing
relay running over the past
couple of days”, added Safran.

Gihan Chamara s the reserve
for the 4X100 relay.

Meanwhile Ambepitiya who
was out of the track for a few
months and got back at the trials
said he was keen to get back to
his game in this championship.

“I have been training well and
keen to put my performance
under 10.5 seconds in this
championship and also planning
to be at my best by Asian
championship times which is
just two months away” said
Ambepitiya

Ambepitiya, who has a
personal best of 10.31 seconds,

—

Dlalo

participated in the Asian Grand
Prix last year at the same venue
and clocked 10.52 seconds at
un-supported windy conditions.
Meanwhile women's sprinting
duo Jani Chathurangi and Sujani

Buddika are expect to put up
their show as the duo clocked an
impressive 11.78 and 11.88
seconds respectively at last
year’s National Sports Festival in
December .

. Shehan Ambepn’yd (left) and Mohamed Safran at the ,
100 metres finals of the last concluded senior trials

Pix by Ashan Gamage




Sri Lanka Davis Cup players felicitated

Sri Lanka's Davis Cup team
did well to beat Lebanon by
three matches to two that will
enable them to remain in group
Il for another year.

They played in this relegation
play off tie in Lebanon where

From left: Rohan de Silva (non-playing captain), Rajeev Rajapakse, Dineshkanthan Tban,gmja‘
and Gihan Perera (manager). Harshana Godamanna was absent. 1 !

I p———

the home team was the match. appreciation of their grand
favourite to win but Sri Lanka The players were felicitated showing.
beat them with Dineshkanthan by the Tennis Association at the Minister of Sports
Thangaraja producing a sterling ~ Winchester Hall Kingsbury in Mahindananda Aluthgamage
performance to beat their Colombo on Thursday night. was the chief guest and gave
number two player in an They were rewarded with away the awards.
important reverse singles medals and money in

4 il
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icture by Laksiri Rukman)
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The new ‘Helitours’ office of the Sri Lanka Air
Force was declared open by Commander of the Air
Force, Air Marshal H.D. Abeywickrama, at a
function held in Jaffna last week.

According to SLAF sources, the office located at
Stanley Road in the heart of Jaffna will greatly ease
the air travel facilities between the peninsula and
the rest of the island. Tickets can be purchased
from the office where officials are always ready to
provide their maximum service to the customers.

Formed in 1972, Helitours is the commercial
flying arm of the Sri Lanka Air Force. It operates
both fixed wing and helicopter services to many
destinations around the country, Helitours
operates safe and reliable turbine-engine aircraft,
which are maintained conforming to strict safety

ST TP ISErI LETPIOR

“SLAF ‘Helitours! offiee'in Jaffna

measures. As a part of the nation-building
initiatives of the government’s post-conflict
development programme, tourism in the former
theatre of conflict has been given a new lease of
life. New facilities are coming up fast to cater to
the ever growing demand by both local and
foreign tourists.

With the post-war development activities in full
swing, the former conflict zone has seen an
unprecedented economic and social revival. The
opening up of new tourist destinations has led to a
boom in the Northern hospitality industry.
Domestic air transportation industry i$ poised to
achieve greater heights in the future as Sri Lanka
has already surpassed the milestone of million
tourist arrivals in December 2012, 3



AF COMMANDER’S
TROPHY GOLF

The Annual Commander’s Trophy
Golf Tournament 2013 organized by the
Air Force will be played on June 1 at
their golf course in China Bay
Trincomalee. *

The tournament is open to all and will
follow the Stableford points system. The
18 hole course which winds its way
through undulating ground overlooking
the scenic Clappenberg and Malay Cove
will come alive with the sounds of gutta-
percha or rather its modern version,
striking wood and steel and with cries of
fore! With over one hundred golfers
expected to participate, it is expected to
be a busy day out on the course.

The trophy is fashioned on the lines of
the ‘Claret Jug’ which is the trophy that
has been presented to the winner of the
British open championship since 1873, :
The Air Force Commander’s Trophy Commander of the Air Force Air Marshal Harsha
differs from this trophy in that it has its Abeywickrema (right) handing over the Trophy to the
own unique engraving which reflects Sri  chairman of Sri Lanka Air Force Golf Club, Air Vice
Lanka’s rich cultural heritage. Marshal Kapila Jayampathy

o o Lok il it e 3 [ S TRV e



The Seva Vanitha Unit
(SVU) of the Sri Lanka Air
Force (SLAF) launched a new
‘community programme .
called Udaya Sooriyan (Rising
Sun), in the once war
‘devastated Mullaitivu area to
help the underprivileged
children schooling in the

vicinity of the SLAF station in

Mullaitivu.

The community based
programme was launched
last week by the Chairperson
of the SLAF Seva Vanitha
Unit, Neelika Abeywickrema.
It was initiated by the

,ommanding Officer of the
Mullaitivu SLAF Station,
Wing Commander M.G.M.
Chandralal.

A needy school was
@en’tiﬁed and arrangements
were made to provide new
SChoolbags, stationery and

SLAF’s Seva Vamtha Un1t ,
f;launches Udaya Soorlyan

uniforms for 52
underprivileged children.
The thoughtful gesture,
depicting love and care, was
further underscored by the
provision of necessary
furniture and educational

aid, with a view to enhancing
infrastructure facilities of the
kindergarten.

Secretary of SLAF Seva
Vanitha Unit, Chamani
Pathirage, Assistant
Secretary, Sqn Ldr P.G. de Mel,
and several members of the
SLAF SVU, other officers and
parents were present as well.

It was a moment of joy for -

the parents and families as

the little children displayed
their inborn talents through
singing and dancing,
entertaining the large
gathering that was present
on the occasion.




Kasun Batawala of MAS Lin-
ea and Suboda Herath of the Ar-
my emerged top boxers at the
ABA Men’s and Women’s Novi-
ces boxing meet which conclu-
ded at the Sugathadasa Indoor
Stadium recently.

The five day boxing meet con-
ducted by the Amateur Boxing
Association saw over 200 pugi-
lists in the men’s category and

_over 45 in the women’s ea ]
“Wying for honours. = FREE

The majority of the boxers
came from the three forces Ar-
my; Navy and Air Force which
fielded over 160 participants. In-
cidentally this was the highest
member that has been received
in the history of boxing in Sri
Lanka.

Pugilists from MAS Linea
stole the show in the men’s cate-
gory on the final day of the
meet when they bagged three
gold medals while Navy, Army
and Army Red BC winning two
gold medals each and Ghandara
BC one.

The women’s category was
dominated by Air Force who
had 17 boxers in action winning
four gold medals from nine
bouts that were fought. MAS
Linea and the Army bagged two
gold medals each while MAS
Southern BC who had one boxer
won a gold medal in the ban-
tamweight bout.

The best loser’s awards in the
two categories were won by box-
ers from the forces with Pra-
deep Ratnayake of Army BC in
the men and Ruchini Dilhani of
Navy in the women’s category.

- The winner and runners up of

i

Kasun Batawala of
MAS Linea and Subo-
da Herath of the Army

S | emerged top boxers at the

1}

Best boxer in the men’s and women’s categories Kasun Batawala

of MAS Linea and Suboda Herath of Army posing for a picture

after receiving their trophies.

all the bouts in the two catego-
ries now qualify to compete at
the forthcoming national level
boxing tournaments namely
Layton Cup, Clifford Cup and
the National Championships.

Results:

Women - Light Flyweight
Under 48kg - W.M.M.S.R. Her-
ath (Army) beat Kumudu Wasa-
na (MAS Thurulie BC). Fly-
weight Under 51kg - WM.D.M.
Herath (Army) beat S.V.P.R. Dil-
hani (Navy). Bantamweight
Under 54kg - G.T.M. Ranaweera
(MAS Southern BC) beat
PA.H.C. Pasyala (Air Force).
Featherweight Under 57kg -
K.A.G.N. Kaluarachchi (Air
Force) beat N.A.P.N. Jayaweera
(Air Force). Lightweight Un-
der 60kg Y.M.A.K. Abeyratna

(Air Force) beat R.T.H.N.S. Tal-
gaspitiya (MAS Linea BC).
Light Welterweight Under
64kg - A.L.U. Kaushalya (Air
Force) beat H.U.M. Fernando
(MAS Silueta). Welterweight
Under 69kg B.W.G.W.C. Ediri-
singhe (Air Force) beat G.H.N.
Damruwan (Air Force). Mid-
dleweight Under 75kg -
H.M.N.B. Herath (MAS Linea
BC) beat M.P. Atapattu (MAS
Thurulie BC). Heavyweight
Under 81kg - S.K.N.S. Senarath-
na (MAS Linea BC) beat Achini
Umeshan (Police).

Men - Flyweight Under
49kg - PM.T.S. Ranasinghe
(MAS Linea BC) beat K.A.R.S.
Sandaruwan (MAS Silueta BC).
Flyweight Under 52kg - W.D.
Mendis (Ghandara BC) beat

ABA Men’s and Women's
Novices boxing meet which
concluded at the Sugathadasa
Indoor Stadium recently The
five day boxing meet conduc-
ted by the Amateur Boxing As-
sociation saw over 200 pugi-
lists in the men’s category

and over 45 in the women’s_

category vying for ’/ ’

honours

D.WA.K. Wijeratna

(MAS Silueta BC). Bantam-

weight Under 56kg — D.D. Ran-
gana (Navy) beat R.M.J. Sa-
meera (Navy). Lightweight
Under 60kg - N.H. Thilakarath-
na (Navy) beat K.M.C.E. Ban-
dara (Army). Lightv Welter-
weight Under 64kg - B.P.S. Ka-
sun (MAS Linea BC) beat
H.B.P.S. Ratnayake (Army).
Welterweight Under 69kg -
M.D.P. Kumara (Air Force) beat
C.M. Abeywickrama (MDS).
Middleweight Under 75kg -
S.B.K. Koralegedara (Army
Red) beat M.W.S.P. Kumara (Air
Force). Light Heavyweight
Under 81kg - M.E.M. Mudan-
nayake (Army) beat K.H:S.
Priyankara (Air Force). Heavy-
weight Under 91kg - WPU.L.
Wettasinghe (Army Red) beat
A.D.H. Fonseka - (Navy). Super
Heavyweight Over 91kg -
R.W.M.B Ratnadiwakara (MAS
Slimline BC) beat R. Kumaran
(Police)-MSA

B



By Anton B. Francis

Undergraduate cadet officer
Lakshan Fernando was awar-
ded the best athlete of the year
for his excellent performance in
field events at the annual sports
meet of General Sir John Kote-
lawala Defence University held
on April 26 and 27, 2013 at the
Mahinda Rajapaksha Interna-
tional Stadium at Diyagama.

He created the javelin throw
record which was the only re-
cord broken in the men’s events
at this meet.

Lakshan Fernando an_ out-
standing sportsman was a pro-
duct of St. Joseph’s College,
Colombo in the recent past. He
was awarded the “Josephian
Blue” and selected as the
sportsman of the year in 2010.
He emerged the junior and se-
nior champion at the John Tar-
bat athletic meets while in
school.

Lakshan was selected to rep-
resent the country in athletics
while a schoolboy and was
awarded Sri Lanka colours for
athletics. He performed well to

- win the first place in shot putt,

wed

Lakshan Fernando reeiving his award from Brigadier ALDM

i,

Gunasekera RSP UPS - Deputy Vice Chancellor

discuss and javelin throw
events at several athletic meets
and was awarded Sri Lanka
Schools colours too.

Lakshan’s coach Dilruk Ni-

lantha was the man behind his
achievements in the field of
athletics from his school days
and is presently the coach at
the university.

Undergraduate cadet

officer Lakshan Fer-

nando was awarded
the best athlete of the year for
his excellent performance in
field events at the annual
sports meet of General, Sir
John Kotelawala Defence Uni-
versity held on April 26 and
27, 2013 at the Mahinda Raja-

paksha International
Stadium at Diyagama ’ ’

Lakshan’s father Roshan Fer-
nando (DIG) Moneragala Dis-
trict was an outstanding Old
Royalist who captained Royal
College athletic team in 1979
was and a superb athlete dur-
ing his days.

Brigadier ALDM Gunasekera
RSP UPS - Deputy Vice Chan-

- cellor, graced the occasion as

the chief guest.

Major General Milinda Pei-
ris, Vice Chancellor is provid-
ing all facilities and giving the
fullest support to undergradu-
ate sportsman of the university
to improve and achieve high
standards in every sport. - **



,1[. he salvaging of the
: Antanov 24 aircraft of the
i . Lion Air which was downed
g by an LTTE missile on
September 29, 1998 near the
coast of Iranativu, began yes-
! terday and will continue till
! tOmMorrow.

The aircraft was destroyed
when it was flying from the
Palali airport carrying civil-
4l lans to the Ra

Offlcers of the
Archaeological department,
Officers from NARA, Analysts
and Attorneys directed by the
Attorney General, govern-
ment surveyors and TID offi-
cers had arrived at the site in
| the Iranativu coast to begin

e b 1 | L e
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SALVAGE OF ANTANOV 24 FROM IRANATIVU BEGINS

‘ Crash killed 48 civil-

ians, all Tamils and
seven crew members. The
crew comprised 4 Russian

pilots, two staffers ’ ’
this exercise.

and an air hostess.
It is noted that a leader of

ﬁ the LTTE identified as Gadaffi

had ordered this missile
attack which shattered the air-
craft into 16 pieces and
crashed into the sea, some
four Nautical miles off the
Iranativu Island.

This crash resulted in the
death of 48 civilians and seven
crew members. All c1v111ans

R sy P NSRS 1|

k
i
had been Tamils while the}
crew comprised four Russian
Pilots, two staff members d.l'ld%
an air hostess. i
Three months ago a court’
order was issued to the offi-*
cers of the TID who conducted
the investigations, to salvage
the sunken parts of the air-
craft, and accordingly they]
had commenced this opera-
tion. After a preliminary sur-
vey the salvaging work wouldi
commence, Wwhere divers
would 'be deployed to bring
onto the shore the parts of th
aircraft said to be buried irfi'
the sea. Thereafter the sal4
vaged particles would be
taken to the Trincomalee Jet

Sy P W



Major fire at ... |
Contid.from Page 1

The damage caused is being estimated
by officials under the direction of SLPA
Chairman Priyath Bandu Wickrama.

' May 24, 2013: A massive wn fire has gttod the

in d cargo warehouse In Colombo Port.
@ Chairman of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority, Dr. Priyath
Bandu Wickrama told the early morning fire had broken out
in the CFS-1 warehouse at JCT terminal inside the Port.

& The Colombo Fire Brigade with the assistance of Navy and
Army has managed to douse the fire. There were no in]uriu
reported due to the fire. s -

@ The Port Authority
Chairman has sald that the
authority will Immediately
take necessary measures to
evaluate the cargo that was
destroyed in the fire.




Nine Lankan athletes for |
World Youh Champlonshlp

THUSHAN JAYASURIYA

Nine athletes who did
vell in the 55th Junior
National Athletic’ Champi-
nship held in Sugathadasa
tadium and Mahinda Raja-
aksa Stadium® Diyagama
ast week have qualified to
epresent Sri Lanka in
AR World Youth Charmp-
nship  which will be
vorked off in Ukraine from
uly 10 to 14.

The participation _ of
printer Isuru__Dilshan

0 pass a fitness test.

‘Three athletes have quali-
ied in the 2000 metre stee-
le chase while six athletes
vho excelled in 100 metre,
00 metre and 400 metre
vent in the Junior National
Athletics have also qualified
or the World Youth Athlet-
¢ Championship.

Arosh Kariyawasam from

are seen here. Plcture by Wasitha S.Patabendige

Ananda College Colombo
who won the 100 metre

Kataluwa Maha Vidyalaya
Ahangama who became the

under 18 best women ath-
lete by finishing 400 metre
running event in 56.47 sec-
onds and 200 metre event
in 25,55 seconds have quali-
fied for the IAAF World

Championship.  The
required qualifying stand-
ard for boy’s 100 metre was
11.15 seconds and the qual-
ifying standard for girl's
200 metre event was 26.55

Athletic meet to qualify for the IAAF World Youth Championship

seconds and 57.60 seconds
for 400 metre event.
RMKRatnayake from
St.Joseph's College Kegalle,
who set up her best effort
in the 200 metre event in

D K M.N.S Sachmlhnna from
Nalanda College Colombo
who clocked 11.02 seconds
in the 100 metre event an
22.59 seconds in the 200
metre running _haves also
o idaa Ve s

A.ASamith Lakmal fromi
Seevali Maha_Vidyalayy
Ratnapura  achieved _the
necessary competancy level
by clocking 22.82 seconds
in the boys 200 metre event.
The competency level for
boys 200 metres was 22.75
seconds.

Three athletes from
Walala A Ratnayake Maha
Vidyalaya reached  the
qualifying standards in the
2000 metre steeple chase
event.

Hansajith ~ Malinda
Weerasinghe(6:07.17),
Bandula  Madusanka
Samaraweera (6:08.21) and
Mahesha Kumari Weerasin:
ghe(7:10.95) were the star
athletes from Walala.



| Stage set for Ranaviru |
. Real Star Mission iii |
- The Ultimate 12 |

RASIKA SOMARATHNA tive features to entertain fans via
The Ranaviru Real Star Mission  Jathika Rupavahini. :
iii - The Ultimate 12, is all set The event organised by thé

‘to take local reality TV to a new Defence and Urban Development
‘high, with some added innova- Ministry is the world’s .Jopage 14 ¢

— o
The 12 finalists of the Ranaviru Real Star Mission iii - The ultimate 12,
 Picture by Ranjith Asanka |
S S T ; W T |




|

only reality initiative of the
Armed Forces and has helped

| pave way for a new concept with-
|| in the Armed Forces. The initia-
tive, a brain child of Defence and

| Urban Development Ministry

Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa,

{ has completed two highly suc-
. cessful seasons and will launch
| the finale of its third session
i shortly with the final 12.

Other countries that have gone

through a similar situation like
{ Sri Lanka and the subsequent
' post war rehabilitation have usu-

ally only relied on traditional

. methods. The RRS has given
'\.:;. Armed forces personnel a novel

Stage set for Ranaviru.,. From pagi;.- 01

talents, going beyond their rou-

tine duties and portraying them- '

selves to the public in a different
manner.

At media briefing in Colombo
on Tuesday, Media Centre for
National Security Director Gen-
eral Lakshman Hulugalle said the

-contest involving the final 12

remaining contestants will gee
some innovative features, never
seen before on local reality TV.
He added that a new and
enhanced prize structure too will
be on offer for the winners.
According to the event’s main
sponsor ‘Dialog Axiata’, support-
ers and fans can be a part of the

show, as they will be given the
opportunity to play a role in
increasing their candidates point
percentages.

‘The winners will be chosen by
calculating cumulative = points
given by a special panel of judges
and through public SMS respons-
es. Presidential Spokesman and

. Rupavahini Corporation chair-
‘«man Mohan Samaranayake said

the National TV was all set to air

‘the show with prime time alloca-

tion for the benefit of viewers. He
described the event as not just a
musical extravaganza but an
event deserving national status.
Previous Ranaviru Real Star

——

i way of expressing their aesthetic new ranking system durmg the M.lSSlOll I & II Reallty Shows

drew a mammoth publi¢
response, supplemented with a4
record four million SMS senders,
It was described as a novel cons
cept and earned a name as th
most watched among millions of
music-lovers across the country. |
Actor Jackson Anthony and
Chief of Staff of the Army Majot
Gen. Daya Ratnayake described
the event as a tribute to the com-
mitment of War Heroes of out
times. :
The winner will receive a
house worth of Rs 20 million and
other prizes and others according
to their rankings will receive val-
uable prizes which will not be
less than Rs 100,00 :




“World champlons ' 1p5

S.M. JIFFREY ABDEEN
Kandy sports correspondent

The Sri Lanka national table tennis
: team which was in India last week is
~ in Paris this week to participate in
" the Libhera World Table Tennis
- championship 2013 which com-
- menced yesterday in France.

Sri Lankan women’s team after
~ their fine showing at the Common-
- wealth Table Tennis Championship

should go with their morals high to
. put up an even better performance.
. Vice President of the Table Tennis
- Association of Sri Lanka Sadisi Nira-
sha Peiris in a conversation from
India said that the men’s team will
~ have one change from the one which
participated at the commonwealth
championships.
- Sajith Kavinda of Sri Lanka Army
will replace Milinda Lakshitha of Sri
Lanka Air Force who will return to
the island.
The men’s team will be led by

many times national champion Rohan *

irisena of $fi Lanka Air Force, the
current national champion Nirmala
Javaisnghe of MAS Holdings, Sajith
Kavinda of Sri Lanka Army and 15
year old Schoolboy and Junior
National champion Udaya Ranasing-
he.

The women’s team will be led by
_six times national champion 1
‘Madurangi of Sri Lanka Air - For
and the rest of the team will com-

Jnse schoolglrls — Nuwani Navod

-n,ww

haya of Dharmasoka Collegei -
Ambalangoda, Praveena Silva
Kandy Girls High School, Pava
Sirisena of Maliyadewa Glrls College,g
and Ridmi Karadanaranchchi o§
Mahamaya Girls College Kandy.

Much is expected from the experﬁ
enced Ishara Mudurngi who is reputs
ed for her power play and skills ta
turn around a game. Nuwani Navodi'-
haya of Dharmasoka College who 1qr
the current Junior National champion
is another player who could bring
honour to the motherland with her
skills and knewledgeable play :

Pavani Sirisena too is in fine nick.
The two school girls from Kandy_g_
Praveena Silva and 14-year-old Ridmi
Karadanarachchi too are capable oi
upsets.

National Table Tennis Coach emm
Manager of the team Jagath Raja-
pakse said that the team was training.
hard and should get over the probsr
lems of acclimatisation as the touma-;
ment progresses.

Above all their spirits are very h1gh
after their good performance at the
Commonwealth Table Tennis cham-
pionships. Though we did not win_
any championship titles but we did
well in a tournament of that nature.

The members of the delegation are.
M.S.M. Raseem (Treasurer TTASL),
Tamara Hewage (Delegate) and Sad-
isi Nirasha Peiris who is a Vice Presi-
dent of the TTASL and coordinates
thhthemedm S ’
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Basic '!’raini.ng Course in Alm

The Basic Training Course in Aircraft Maintenance
(BTCinAM) is a certificate programme conducted by
Helitours Technical Training Centre (HTTC), the approved
Maintenance Training Organiztion of Helitours (Pvt) Ltd
managed by the Sri Lanka Air Forca

Course Description

Basic: Training Course in Aircraft Mamtanahce is'a 2 years Y

full-time training programme.
This is a course which is approved by the C i
of Sri Lanka (CAASL) and fulfill the pre-requisites of theoreti
knowledge in order to appear for the Aircraft Maintenance Llcenoe
(AML) examination conducted by CAASL.
Industry Needs

Students who successfully complete the training course will find
prospects for employment in the Aviation industry both locally and
internationally.

Course Objectives

It aims to integrate basic aircraft malntenance knowladge nd

skills required for the Aviation industry.
The initial course is designed to cover theoritical and prachcal
training required by those who wish to sit for the Ai
Maintenance Licence (AML) examination of the foll
category.

Category B1.1 Aeroplanes Turbine

It is embedded with 13 subject modules and 2 compulsory work:
shop and hangar modules as applicable to the relevent AM
category.

Industrial On-the-job-training
Depending on the AML category, this course includes an optional
1-2 years of practical maintenance experience on operating
aircraft at Helitours Airlines and Helitours Engineering, which is
an approved Maintenance Orgamzatxon This practical tramlng
a pre-requisite to obtain AML.
On the Job Training (OJT) could be done at Helitours Wiﬁ’l
aditional payment of Rs. 10,000.00 per month.

Learning and Teaching Methods

All classes will be a mix of lectures and practlcal skills tra mng

Student Assessment

HTT course is assessed through written examinations and by

practical assessments.

Admission
Credit pass

Passin s
or Science

jents.

raimng Course in Aircraft Maintenance

ing) Centre) (HITC)

%anizoﬂonpff,ﬂelitours (But), l;t'c_i)/

ettt

\glish examination or

ématics. Either Mathematics

modules assessments, written
s will be awarded a certificate of

ority of Sri Lanka.




& Vesak is the most sacred day observed
Hraditionally by Buddhists in Sri Lanka
d many other countries in Asia and
pouth East Asia. The festival is informal-
y known as “The Buddhas Birthday”;
fand encompasses the birth, enlighten-
fnent (Nirvana), and death (Parinib-
hana) of Gautama Buddha.

. The celebration of Vesak this year in
inechchi is unique due to numerous
easons. As per the Buddhist calendar
the year is 2556 and the Vesak Day falls
n May 24, 2013. Kilinochchi being
pne of the transit places of Mahinda
hera the first-born son of the Mauryan
Emperor Asoka who visited Kilinochchi
flearly 2319 years ago, will witness a

The Security Forces in Kilinochchi
fill erect the biggest Pandal in the North
ih the history of Kilinochchi to mark the
Wccasion. All the service troops includ-
hg the Sri Lanka Army, Sri Lanka Air
Force and Sri Lanka Police join hands
Jh this religious ceremony by contribut-
hg financial donations, labour, tech-
fological expertise and moral support
With sheer dedication and commitment.
WMany donors will also assist the noble
‘€ndeavour from around the country.
Construction work has also begun at
he Kilinochchi Central College ground
fomplex. The Pandal will be displayed
#illl May 31. The theme of the pandal
4§ depicting the character of Emperor
Asoka, who conquered, brought peace
and unity to most of present-day India
@nd later dedicated himself to the propa-
gation of Buddhism across Asia. The
Pandal will depict the Asoka philosophy
Since Asoka regarded Buddhlsm as a

Security Forces erect
biggest pandal in North

The huge pandal in Kilinochchi

doctrine that could serve as a cultural
foundation for political unity in India.

The uniqueness of the pandal
includes many features. It has over
30,000 coloured bulbs and is 38 ft high
and 42 ft long. The digitally controlled
modern lighting system developed by
the army ‘engineers will add glamour
and colour to the pandal and the special
technical control room will be open to
the public.

The aim of displaying the pandal is
to spread the message of peace, shar-
ing cultural and religious sentiments

PN P W 0 Vb ey W LN gy AP A TR

with the people of Kilinochchi wh(iil
were deprived of the privilege for many#
years and to enlighten schoolchildren tof
the splendour of cultural and rehglous‘,
diversity. z(‘;l

A Vesak Kalapaya will be organlsedyz'

at the Kilinochchi Central College®

* grounds including a Maha Bath Dan+

sala, ice cream dansala, Vesak Bakthi
Gee and a Vesak drama. The event wil
certainly provide a novel cultural an
religious experience for the communi
ties in Kilinochchi paving the way fo
religious harmony. - Thillai
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[ TT sqﬁad offto Delhiand Paris

A nine-member national table tennis squad, venues apart. The Commonwealth Championship | i

. consisting four men and five women took wings  will be held in Delhi, India from May 5 to 10 fol- : 4 a '
. to Delhi, India yesterday to embark on two World  lowed by the World Championships 2013 in
. Series competitions. The paddlers led by national  Paris, France from May 13 to 20. The squad
* top seed Rohan Sirisena will compete in two. posed for an official photograph minutes prior to
. World Series events, the Commonwealth and their departure at the Bandaranaike International
i World championships which will be held attwo  Airport in Katunayake yesterday.

The national table tennis squad {Seated from left): Ishara Madurangi
1 iLanka Air Foreg), Sadisi Nirasha (Vice President
. TTASL), Tamara Hewage (Delegator), Jagath Rajapaksa {Coach], Sqn
,ﬁ. Ldr_MSM Razeen (Treasurer TTASL), Rohan Sirisena (f ptain/ s
' @) (Standing from left) Pawani Sirisena (Maliyac e\ia ;
s Kurunegala] Ridhmi Karadanaarachchi (Mahamaya GS Kandy), Nuwani
Navodya (Dharmasoka Ambalangoda), Praveena Sllva (Gtrl s HS
!Kandy] Sajith Kavinda (Sri Lanka Army), m _akshitha (Sri
Lanka AirForee); Udaya Ranasinghe (Vidyartha College Kandy}
iNlrmala Jayasmghe {MAS Holdmgs}

———_—— . pi e




Jani backin the |
limelight

By Naushad Amit

¥ Major Palitha Fernando, the

newly re-elected president of
Athletics Association of Sri
Lanka (AASL), revealed to the
media that it will have a heavy
international calendar ahead.
Fernando who regained the
position of president of AASL
for a term of two yars, earlier
served as its head for four
years before ruling himself
out of the contention last year.

“I'm not here to pinpoint
any misconducts of the previ-
ous management or make pet-
ty excuses. The previous set of
officials did everything ac-
cording to their ability and it’s
our duty to carry forward the
good work. We will have a
heavy international calendar
to take part in 2013 and 2014.
While looking into administra-
tive perspectives our interest
is to highly focus on these
events,” Fernando told report-
ers at his inaugural press con-
ference held at the National
Olympic Committee auditori-
um in Colombo.

Sri Lanka kick-started its
heavy list of international
events with the first leg of the

—\.alan G*'ar*' Prix :ahrch
w 111 be followed on Wednesday
(8) in Chonaburi, Thailand
and on Saturday (12) in Colom-
bo under the management of
veterans Dervin Perera and
Badra Gunawardena.

The list includes sprinters
Mohamed Zafran (100m) and

K.K.K. Senewratne (400m)

Asian Grand Prix which was_

with middle distance runner
D.L. Samarajeewa who will
compete in 3000m and 5000m
runs. Interestingly sprinter
Shehan Ambepitiya will not
compete in the 100m dash
event but his name has been
included in the relay team.

In field events Eranga Fer-
nando and I.D.S.S. Jayasinghe
will compete in triple jump
while D.M.M. Dissanayake
will take part in the high jump
event. In the javelin throw
event Sachith Maduranga and |
Lakshan Dayaratne will vie
for honours. In addition to Za-
fran, Shehan Ambepitiya,
B.R.A. Hasaranga, PS.A.C. Na-
deeshan and R.M.G. Chamara
will team up for the 100m relay
event.

The girls’ list includes 100m
sprlnters ni Chathurangi
and St : ' i-
tion to
(400m), Shanika Samanmali
(800m) and WEK.L.A. Nimali
(800m) in track‘: events. Those
who will compete in field
events are L.D.D.E. Re :
(long jump), Priyangika Madu-
manthi and Tharanga Vinod?®
ni in high jump and Nadeeka

in javelin throw events.
“Next Sa‘turday Sri panka 1

an As a new committee this |
will be a massive challenge for
us but we are certain of host-
ing a successful event. There |
will be a fleet of events for j
iors, youths and senior,
our focus is to featur:
tive athletes for
pionships
added.

,” Fernando
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Dineshkanthan and
Thisuri win main titles
at Bandarawela Tennis

By REVATA S. SiLva

Current Sri Lanka National
champion and Davis Cup player
Thangarajah Dineshkanthan and
Thisuri Molligoda clinched the
coveted Men's and Women's

~Singles titles at this year’s key

upcountry open ranking tennis
tournament, the Bandarawela
Tennis Club Open-2013, held at the
club clay courts from April 17 to
22.

RESULTS
Men's Open Singles:
Final: Dineshkanthan

Thangarajah (Seed 1) bt Tanveer
Ashiq (2)

Semi-finaiists: Heera Ashig

(3) and Michael Siyaguna
_Men’s Open Doubles:

Final: Heera Ashig & Tanveer
Ashiq (1) bt Dumindu Dilum &
Dineshkanthan Thangarajah (2)

Semi-finalists: Dhanushka
Abeywardena &  Prasanna
Athauda, and Kavindu Diluka &
C. Kuganeshen

Women'’s Open Singles:

Final: Thisuri Molligoda bt

Chalani Gunathilaka (1)

Semi-finalists: Tasha
Fernando and Thakshila
Rathnayaka

Mixed Doubles:

Final: Dineshkanthan
Thangarajah & Thisuri Molligoda
(1) bt Heera Ashigq & Chalani
Gunathilaka (2)

Semi-finalists: Dumindu

Dilum & Himasha Manamperi,
and Archana Lokuge & Janali

Manamperi. Thisuri Molligoda
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SLAF pts ﬂymg in formation over Galle Face on Friday. Pic by Dunuﬂm Premaratne

Kfirs to roar again
at V-Day parade

BY SHAMINDRA FERDINANDO

Multi-role Kfir fighters will fly in for-
mation at today’s fourth Victory Day
parade after a long absence at such
events.

Israeli built Kfirs of the No 10
Squadron, basedat Katunayake, sklpped
parades since the March 2011 mid air
collision destroyed two fighters, while

. rehearsing for the SLAF’s 60th anniver-
sary parade. It was Sri Lanka's worst
accident involving military aircraft
since independence.

Yesterday’s final rehearsal included
three Kfirs, two Russian MiG 27s as well
as two Chinese F7 interceptors, in serv-
ice with the SLAF since 1996, 2000 and
2008, respectively. All three types of air-
craft, taking part in rehearsals, took off
from Katunayake, the nerve centre of
operations undertaken by fighter
squadrons during the conflict.

Strategic deployment of air assets as
well as operations undertaken

Continued on [Sels




in support of ground forces and
the navy had paved the way for war
victory in two years and ten
months, defence sources told The
Island. The ‘fighter squadrons car-
ried out thousands of sorties with
target killing of LTTE heavyweight
8. P. Thamilselvan, hiding inside a
bunker on the morning of Nov. 2,
2007, being one of the most impor-
tant operations that shook the
LTTE leadership.

Defence Secretary Gotabhaya
Rajapaksa was at Galle Face yester-
day to superwse ﬁna] preparatlons _

and police parade was meant to cel
ebrate the eradication of the
LTTE’s conventional military capa-
bility though some were critical of
the annual showpiece event.

The Defence Secretary empha-
sised the importance of the event
particularly against the backdrop
of the ongoing propaganda cam-
paign against the government and
security forces. The Gajaba
Regiment veteran dismissed con-
cerns that celebration of victory
over the LTTE would be inimical to
ongoing national reconciliation
efforts. Had the government suc-
cumbed to international pressure
during the final phase of the offen-
sive, the LTTE would have had
another lifeline to cause mayhem,
the Defence Secretary said.

About 10,000 personnel will take
part in today’'s parade. President
Mahinda Rajapaksa returned home
following a four-day state visit to
Kampala, Uganda for the Victory
Day Parade.



BY SHAMINDRA FERDINANDO
n the night of April 27, 1995 the
OLTTE mounted a lagoon borne
west of the Jaffna peninsula, killing 18 sol-
diers and injuring several others. It was
the worst attack on the Sri Lanka Army
(SLA) since the LTTE resumed hostilities
in the early hours of April 18, 1995, with
the sinking of two Chinese gunboats
(Tigers break truce, sink two
boats—The Island April
20, 1995). The LTTE
mounted the unprecedent-
ed underwater attack on a‘\
SLNS Suraya and SLNS
after the then, President
Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga was informed of the LTTE’s
decision to break off negotiations due to
the reluctance on the part of the govern-
ment to vacate the army base at Pooneryn,
weapons in government-held areas in the
Eastern Province and lift restrictions
placed on the fishing community as well as
n of food beyond
The SLA wanted to transfer some of
those soldiers wounded in Thursday’s raid
Having received treatment at the Palaly
Military hospital, four personnel joined
the passengers onboard an HS 748 Avro,
the first flight out of the Palaly airfield on
April 28, 1995. Although the LTTE had
been on the offensive in both the northern
routine flights. The Avro was on a regular
flight. The then Northern Zonal
Commander of the SLAF Wing
Commander Roger Weerasinghe was
among the passengers. The LTTE brought
down the aircraft immediately after it took
one of the two Rolls Royce engines of the
British built aircraft on fire before it
exploded. The then military spokesman
Brigadier Sarath Munasinghe as well as
SLAF headquarters strongly denied an
LTTE hand in the disaster when the writer
brought it down. (Air Force plane
explodes—40 killed; Engine trouble causes
major accident after take-off from Palaly
air base —The Island April 29, 1995).

Although a section of the military
feared an LTTE hand in the destruction of
anupfortunate accident. As the then SLAF
‘chief Air Marshal Oliver Ranasinghe felt
an urgent need to inquire into the inci-
dent, a senior team of officers left for
Palaly the following day:

A group of investigators joined the
Ratmalana via Anuradhapura on the
morning of April 29, 1995., The LTTE
brought down the second Avro as it
approached Palaly airfield Kkilling 52 offi-
cers and men. Among the dead were Wing
Commander Shirantha Goonetilleke,
Chief Marshal Roshan Goonetilleke and
three other officers holding the same rank
namely D. S. Wickremesinghe, S.
Pathirana and Kamal Welgama.
Immediately after the attack, SLAF head-
quarters admitted that both Avros had
With that the war took a new turn (7igers
down second air force plane with strap line
all 52 passengers dead—The Island April
30, 1995)

The SLAF had no option but to suspend
transport fights to Palaly, hence causing a
the Northern region (SLAF suspends
transport flights to North—The Island May
1, 1995). The deployment of anti-aircraft
missiles sent shock waves through the
political and military establishments. The
morale of troops hit a new low, as senior
with the unexpected erisis. The LTTE was
now threatening both air and sea supply
routes to the Jaffna peninsula. For want of
an overland main supply route, Jaffna
based troops entirely depended on air and
sea supply routes. Jaffna forces were in

assault on Kayts Island situated
anchored at the Trincomalee harbour
Ranasuru just three hours
grant the Tigers permission to carry
on Kayts to the Anuradhapura hospital.
and eastern districts, the SLAF continued
off from Palaly. Those on the ground saw
asked them whether an LTTE missile had
the aircraft, SLAF headquarters felt it was
first military flight to Palaly from
brother of Chief of Defence Staff Air
been shot down by heat seeking missiles.
major worry for those stationed in bases in
ground commanders struggled to cope
peril.

Courageous action

In the wake of the rapidly deteriorat-
ing crisis, the then Squadron Leader
Harsha Abeywickrema, the commanding
officer of the No 5 Jet Squadron compris-
ing Chinese fighters volunteered to fly
over LTTE held territory to show the
SLAF’s commitment to the war effort, in
spite of the missile threat. SLAF
Commander, Air Marshal Harsha:
Abeywickrema was reluctant to talk about
his exploits during the conflict. In fact,
Abeywickrema, even after taking over
command of the SLAF on February 27,
2011, declined to discuss his war-time expe-
rience. AM Abeywickrema discussed a
range of issues with the writer in a recent
interview. In fact, AM Abeywickrema
lamented the failure on the part of succes-
sive administrations to adopt tangible
measures to neutralise the threat posed by
the LTTE.

Commenting on the April 1995 missile
crisis, AM Abeywickrema said: “The

The then Fit.Lt. Harsha Abeywickrema in
‘hight altitude flight' suit just prior to first
high altitude sortie in a Chinese F7.
Had the LTTE succeeded
in grounding the SLAF
fleet at an early stage of
the conflict, the govern-
ment wouldn’t have been
able to sustain military
presence in the Jaffna
peninsula. Having lost the
Kandy-Jaffna A9 road in
June 1990, the military
entirely depend on the
SLAF and the SLN for
their supplies. Failure to
maintain an air bridge
between Ratmalana and
Palaly due to missile
threats would have led to
a catastrophic situation.
During the conflict, the
LTTE on several occasions
managed to disrupt regu-
lar flights to Palaly as
well as SLN convoys.

shooting down of two.Avros over Palaly
within 48 hours greatly demoralized the
armed forces. The loss of almost 100 offi-
cers and men, ‘including the then
Northern Zonal Commander disturbed the
military. I was stationed in China Bay as
the deputy to Zonal' Commander Salgado. I
was 'also in command of the No 5 Jet
Squadron based in China Bay. In my capac-
ity as the Commanding Officer of the only
Jet Squadron in service at that time, I vol-

US powered Istaeli jets
enfiance SLAF capability

Kolitha Gunatilleke is piclured at the Aﬂ'-".idhaura air base in the early 90s. Argentine-

built Pucara attack aiferat in the background

unteered to fly a mission over enemy held
territory. I sought approval from Aiy
Marshal Ranasinghe to show the LTFf
that we were still up and kicking”

Having obtained Air Marska]
Ranasinghe’s approval, Abeywickigma
and Flying Officer Janaka Wijetilleke, the
only other jet pilot available at Chixng Bay,
had undertaken the mission. AM
Abeywickrema said: “I briefed po
Wijetilleke of the mission and inst#jeteq
him to just hang to my wing and 9 fJ1ow;
Some of those based at China Bay f# that
it could be our last mission. As wegst into
the cockpits, some personnel wavej at us
as at least one of us could end up asthe Jat-
est missile victim. We took two hombs
each and 80mm cannon. We dived;isrth of
SLAs forward defence line (FDL)yiprth of
Elephant Pass (EP) base and directed
bombs at LTTE fortifications anfimanoeu-
vred towards the eastern FDLf' the EP
base, while firing cannon at thesriemy We

peninsula as well as in the Jaffna Islands
would have been vulnerable to an LTTE
onslaught. Missiles could have deprived
the northern bases of urgently needed
supplies as well as air support in case of
major attacks.” AM Abeywickrema
acknowledged that until the destruction of
the two Avros over Palaly, the SLAF had
never felt the need to acquire anti-missile
capability.

Abeywickrema recollected the LTTE
firing a Rocket Propelled Grenade (RPG)
towards a fixed wing aircraft immediately
after it landed at the Palaly airfield at the
onset of the conflict. Thosé who had been
on the airfield at that time couldn’t explain
what really happened. A subsequent
search led to the recovery of a part of the
used RPG, hence the SLAF was able to
identify the type of weapon fired at the air-
craft. Luckily it had missed the target.
“Ha;l We acquired arms, ammunition and

continued at treetop il over
Velvetiturai and Thondamainar and
pulled up over the sea. We fley over the
peninsula regardless of the CORBquUences,
as we felt nothing could have bosted the
morale of those under siege intha Jaffna
peninsula. Later, I was told hO\\rmops at
Elephant Pass and Palaly cheexar seeing
jets flying low over LTTE-held teFitory:
Although they fired anti-aircraft gug at
us, we were too fast. Our mission infysq
confidence in the pilots. Gradually, e
developed strategies to counter thisy
posed by missiles. Although the LA
brought down several other aircraft sy
heat seeking missiles, the SLAF didn'f sa
a single jet fighter to a missile afiag/or
anti-aircraft fire.

Shortcomings in skiagy :
AM ‘Abeywickrema i that  the,
armed forces had averted a. Hjor crisis by
quickly adopting counter mesisres to face
the missile threat. “Had theipaen a long
delay in meeting the new thif the entire
security forces deploymentyiithe Jaffna

a careful study, the
country would have had a better arsenal to
meet the LTTE threat. Unfortunately, we
always ordered weapons to counter a par-
ticular threat posed by the LTTE. The
SLAF having to acquire an anti-missile
capability, too, is a case in point. The LTTE
exploited our weaknesses to their advan-
tage. Once the armed forces realized their
limitations and took remedial measures,
the LTTE began to gradually lose ground.”

The then head of the LTTE Political
Section, S. P. Thamilselvan, declared in
Jaffna on May Day 1995 that the war had
entered a new phase with the deployment
of missiles. Although the LTTE never tar-
geted the Indian'Air Force (IAF) with mis-
siles during the deployment of the Indian
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) during the
Oct. 1987 toMarch 1990 period, Indian para
commandos on August 2, 1988 recovered a
surface to air missile and a launcher at
Nallur. The then Deputy Indian High
Commissioner, Nerupam Sen. told the
writer that Indian military intelligence
had launched a full scale investigation into
what he called the missile affair while

§ Valitlds Do

identifying the recovered weapon as a heat
seeking missile of Soviet origin. An irate
Sen said that the country of manufacture
was not the issue, while emphasizinj
pivotal importance of identifying these
who had sold missiles to the LTTE (LT'TE
SAM missile was of Soviet make - Deputy
Indian HC —The Island August 5, 1988).

Flying Kfir over Dead Sea

Heat seeking missiles rendered It
built Siai Marchettis and Argel
Pucaras in service since 1985 and 199
tually useless, compelling the Chi
based No 05 Jet Squadron to
responsibility. The SLAF was under
pressure to introduce another figi
quickly as possible. The LTTE b
forced the then government to move ¢
Iy

AM Abeywickrema said: “The
had to bolster its firepower swiftly
the emerging threat. The then SLAF
ership felt that the Israeli built.me

challenging task.”

Squadron Leader Abeywickrema=hm
been chosen to fly a Kfir in Isr:
SLAF team headed by the then

e

Islamabad. Weerakkody holds the rap
Air Chief Marshal), Squadron Leg
Abeywickrema and an electronics s

neer visited Israel covertly to exami ¢
aircraft. Abeywickrema had the

flew a couple of missions in Israel with
their test pilots who proudly displayed
capability of Kfir flying to its limif;
impressed and recommended it inst
The main highlights that impressed
was its J 79 engine made in the USA
the WDNS (weapon delivery
Navigational system). I was there for 1
days studying various systems and fl
Israel is the only country one can fly be!
sea level and I was privileged to fly six
times over the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea is 2
large place in the middle offthe country
some 1300 ft below sea level and we flew
just over water and that was an unbeliéy
~Rasuvertwace: Hikt aihwis at ulbeliey-
able experience. That's the time we 166ked
{at.a specialicamera system that was'lat

and

Having returned to 8 v
Abeywickrema was fully involved with
ground school for Kfirs"dnd flyi But
before the Kfirs could bé’%g“plb‘?é& ¥Bainst
the LTTE, Abeywickrema was made’ %G1
commander, East as
Commander, China
Gommantersu@hie
Gunasingha succeeded him! The &gl
deployed Kfirs against the LTTE in 19967
Kfirs from the Katunayake basef:
10 Jet Squadron played a pivotal role
offensive against the LTTE. Sris Ky
premier Jet Squadron caused 1rrepar;‘§r
damage to the LTTE during eelam Wag BV,
with a devastating campaign that gragigal
ly eroded the LTTE’ s confidence oftighe
battlefield. Katunayake based No 10
squadron as well as No 12 and 05
squadrons comprising Russian MiG 2
and Chinese F7s respectively, inflict:
heavy damage on the LTTE.

how the SLAF had developed an integra
ed system that allowed SLAE headqua}-
ters to do away with time consuming prf
cedures to facilitate swift action. “Durirg
eelam war IV, we had the ability to kn:
what was going on behind their
bunds. Real time intelligence mad
nificant difference in the decision making
process. We had the time and space to
deploy air assets simultaneously, at differ-
ent locations. In fact, during the ¥
campaign, senior ground commar
had an opportunity to access video fookz
made available by UAVs and Beech
Once fighter pilots visited the Wes
front to meet the then General Of
Commanding (GOC) 58 Divisions
Brigade Commanders to discuss wau
means of neutralizing major LITE fé
cations.” i
As the Task Force 1/58 Divisiol
pushing towards Pooneryn on the wee
front during a critical stage of the gisund
offensive, Air Vice Marshal Kei
Gunatilleke received appointment 2% the
Director Air Operations ort Nov. 1, 20
position he held until being named Chi;
of Staff on Feb 27, 2011. Gunatilleks
had flown Siai Marchettis as wi
Pucaras during the 1985-1995 period later -
moved to the Transport Squadron close on
the heels of the SLAF removingihe
Argentine-built twin turbo-prop fiyed
wing aircraft from the frontline due tamis-
sile threat. The SLAF headquarters: Xxi!\
the Directorate of Operations into tw
tions—Air Operations and Gr
Operations in the wake of the devastatirig
LTTE raid on Anuradhapura air base in
late Oct. 2007. The then AVM
Abeywickrema, who had been responsible
for both air and ground deployment in his
capacity as the Director Operations since
May 2006 was the first to oversee air oper-
ations since the split of the directorate.

who
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. The Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAF) women’s
volleyball team has been selected to repre:
sent the country at the Lien Viet Post Bank
Cup International Volleyball Champion-
ship to be held in Vietnam from 19 to 27 May
2013.

 The Asian Volleyball Confederation (AVC)
is organising the event along with the Volley-

ball Federation of Vietnam.

Eight teams representing China, New Zea-
land, Thailand, Sri Lanka and Vietnam are
scheduled to participate at this event in Bac
Ninh province in Vietnam. SLAF women’s
volleyball team is the current national cham-
pions and is enjoying a highly successful sea-
son, having remained unbeaten throughout
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eam to take part in Vietnam

the last two years.

Dinesha Prasadini the national skippe
leads the SLAF team as well and the tean
comprises several national players. Sergean
Nalin Sampath Abeysinghe, former nationa
and SLAF captain, is the head coach of th
team and is assisted by Sergeant Upul di
Silva.
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