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Br CameLia NaTHaNiEL

he Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAF), for
the first time in its history, has
constructed a 550-metre-long
airstrip = a runway - entirely by
them, at the Air Force station in Iranamadu.
The runway, which was earlier under the
control of the LTTE, was inittally built to
accommodate light aireraft where a layer
of tar was laid over gravel. However, when
the LTTE abandoned the runway during
their defeat, they had completely destroyed
it by digging huge pits using heavy
machinery.
However, the Air Force began rebuilding
" the runway on 22 June 2009, with a small
crew comprising just 20 Air Force
personnel, headed by the then Squadron
Leader, H.M.C. Rupasinghe. Under the
leadership of Sq. Ld. Rupasinghe, several of
the most essential buildings were
constructed in order to acc date the

onquerin
other frontier

SLAF constructs IranarwaGu nunway,
entirely on its own, using it's own resources

Alr Force | attached to the

the g areas, in order to
ini CDGI Wing Ci de

Iranamadu Unit.

The SLAF flag was raised for the first
time at the Iranamadu Air Force Unit on 14
August 2009. On 3 August 2011, the unit
was commissioned as the SLAF Camp,

Ira namasu, under the command of it= first
i Officer, Wing C
rr M.C. Rupasinghe.

The construction work of the new
runway commenced on 12 August 2011,
under the leadership of the current
C ling Officer of the
Force Station, Wing Commander M.M TC
Manamperi.

Jm;;cg@;;&smﬁm ig

First time for SLAF

Prior to the construction of the
Iranamadu Runway, the SLAF had never
con strurled a runway cnhrely on its own.

further, Ci Officer of
the Rapid Runway Repair Wing of the SLAF,
Wing Commander Sumedha de Silva, said
the runway was constructed in order to
accommodate the landing of even the
largest of SLAF aircraft, the C130.

“This runway, which has been extended
to 1,500 metres in length, is around 25
metres wide, including the two shoulders.
At present, we have completed 1,100
metres of the runway and expect to
complete the total length within the next
two weeks. Almost 85% of the construction
work is completed. My team has been
working tirelessly round the clock for the
past 10 months.” he said.

Elaborating on the measures taken by his
team to utilize the resources available from

Silva said the entire reqmremem of earth
needed for the runway, which was around
42,000 cubes, was obtained from the
surrounding areas, without any cost. "We
used our own vehicles to transport the
earth as well and also obtained the stones
needed for the runway from our own
crusher in Vavunlya,” he said.

Currently, there are around 200 Air
Force personnel engaged in this project,
while according to Wing Commander de
Silva, many of the personnel are being
trained on the job. "The

experience they receive while being
engaged on this project will certainly boe a
great advantage for them when

constructing roads and other such | projects.

For instance, all the machinery utililized for
the construction of this runway hass been
acquired newly by the Alr Force, butt we
have trained our own personnel to ¢ operate
all the machinery. We have trained tithe
masons and carpenters, within the £ Air
Force, to operate the machinery andd are
utilizing their services. The training

thiey receive will

no doubt be an asset to them even if they
leave the Air Force some day.” he added.

Commendable achievement

“Completing B5% of the work on the
runway, within a span of just 11 months, isa
commendable achievement for our team as
we are not a qualified team to construct a
runway. Iti: isa specialized subject. We are

this time, if the rains had not hampered our
work. During the past few months, this area
was severely affected by bad weather and
several areas were also affected by floods.
This was the reason that we had to stall
mnstrumnnmn.-nnmelm)' he said.

of the du Alr
Furu- Station, Wing Commander Manamper
sald designing. planning and construction of
the runway was executed exclusively by Air
Farce engineers and other officials.

He also said once commisshoned, the
airstrip will not only be used by Air Force
aircraft, but will also accommodate domesti
aireraft, d d . “Th
runway consists of four layers, in order to
withstand the pressure of even C130. Usuall
a two-layer runway is sufficient for light
alr( raft landing.” he said.

the access

lranamadn Air Force Station, \o\'mgI ;

i sai
Olumadu and the Am palumaln route, which
Is around 18 km, or Killinochchi,
Wattakachehi and Ramanathapuram,
Kalmadu routes can be used as an accéss
route as it is only 16 km to the runway.

The first test-landing on the runway was
successfully carried out by the Commander
of the Air Force, Alr Marshal Harsha
Abeywickrema, on 9 December 2012. He
piloted a Y12 aireraft himself and was

h

round the clock pl
the construction by March. We would
have completéd the construction by

pleased with the condition of the
runway.

firleaw r vatzhuent o T




! “ kit Alr Force (SLAF) isthe
perfect holiday getaway for those .
sooking tranguility yet seeking the
comioris of modern times.,

' This virgin stretch of beach which
has always been synonymous with
Trincomales is unspoiled by man,
and it is a place where one can enjoy
the scenic beauty of the eastern
coast of St Lanka. This strategic
ftown is &lso where the world's
largest natural harbour is located,
and it is also in close proximity to the
Kinniya bridge.

The resort built by the air lorce has
been built in a unigue manner whare
the visitor while enjoying the tranquil
sea, also has the opportunity of
enjoying nature in its natural
elernent. However they have not
compromised on comion either,
striking that perfect balance batween
the serene environmaent and the
comforts of the modem world

The calm and shallow waters of
Marble Beach is inviting at any time
of the day, while guests can enjoy a
swim at any time assured of their
safety as life guards are on duty
round the clock. Visitors can not only
indulge in swimming but a variety of
other activities including snorkeling
among the lovely coral reefs, beach
volley ball and mountain hiking to the

Kodippili sald 1here beg giont ong
storied cabanas in fl.. peen ang
each one of them can ac. 0.,
two adults at a time. Furthy oo o
a two storied cabana whic, oo
capacity 10 accommodate .. .4, .
ata time. Ebony, Teak, Mﬁ?loqar\v.
Margosa and Satinwood, §e. come
of the single storied camar\ag while
there is also another wo 5,
cabana with three rooms ry .
Tamarind. These beach hdeaways
as one might call it, giueswu the
perfect opportunity to ge'away oy
the hustie and bustle of (,), e in
Colombo and enjoy Iu:u.iws
solitde, in peace and tri_
surroundings where the nly sounds
that will disturb that solit the
crashing waves and meoccasional
sounds of the birds.

The Ebony, Teak, any Mahogany
twin sharing cabanas &, o oyed in
the woods, a short dis’,l.“,:e from the
beach. While one can, .- jhe
sound of the ocean Ny, g o
assured of privacy an'. hitude. for
tha romantically inclin,, guest. The
Margosa cabana I8 a4 cigger to
the beach, offering a r‘:a‘making
open beachfront viewe, Margosa
cabana is ideal for tho, e 100 yn
wake Up 10 e sound ty.. o pu

Rajiv **** farthest from the

‘Gibana is localed
réstaurant, in
isolation away from the rest of them
and closer to the rocks. The shallow
water teemning with an array of multi
coloured fish is just within reach,
This is no doubl a paradise for the
ing iast, The Tamari

cabana is situated across a'wooden
bridge and is the two storied cabana
with three rooms thal can easily
accommodate a group of six adults.
It consists of three double rooms and
has its own private dining room,
while it is close enough o the beach
1o enjoy the sight and sounds of the
504,

Although all the cabanas are built
with a view of the sea and open out
diirectly 1o the beach, 'Cinnamon’
with its unique location on the rocky
side of the beach commands the
highest dermand.

Among the services offered at
Marble Beach are a wellness spa
run by a qualified therapist, a
lifeguard service thal operates
during the daytime and at night on
request, and other activities that is
sure to intrigue the visitor such as

an the menu. Guests are also
freated to live music provided by the
air force band on the beach front at
dusk, while calypso and Oriental
music is played alternatively.
rble Beach is situated on a land
extent of 101.86 acres, and caters to
bath local and foreign tourists and
corporate clientele who wish to
organize stalf get together and o
outings. In addition he said activities <
such as golfing at the Eagles' Golf
Links, fishing, visit to hot walls, visit
to the one time longest bridge in Sri
Lanka (308m) connecting China Bay
and Kinnlya, anclent Koneswaram —
the termple of the thousand pillars
which dates back to 300CE, whale
watching, and visit to the naval
museum In the naval dock yard can
also be arranged,

Air Commodare Pathirana further
stated that the resort facilitates
approximately 800-1000 visitors per
month bath local and foreign, during
the season. However, during the off
season occupancy rate is relatively
lew. He said that two other new two

snorkeling, hiking and beach storied cabanas which can

volleyball. accommodate four adults are being
A g to the C of and would be in

the Air Force Academy Air ‘operation in the near future.

Commodore Sudharshana Pathirana



Enthused with the promise of a new
year, Afr Foree Sports Club hopes jts ef-
forts in developing sports stretch fur-
ther and the certifiable success it en-
Joyed Imheym}nul gone by will con-
tinte in:

As‘mrthalm them rake up award
after award, across many different

them, but that it will gobeynnd. hope- §

fully in
big sports
Fhultdﬁm I%‘M‘JCBI&M&:QA&
Force Sports Council, the body in
charge of the Airmen and women's
sporting activities led by its secretary
Flight Lientenant H Renshave, took its
first steps and created the foundation
that today has grown into a successful
sportsclub.
In 1967, the Council appolrted its first
President, Wing Commander AE Dale,
aver the responsibilities of the
Secretary, and subsequently that posi-

pmduehll the country’s next

tion has since been given to the Air §

Force Commander, ensuring that the
good work in sports development ks not
and forged ahead with.

Targotten -
“The Chub has now grown to facilitate

34 sports and games. and 54 teams rep-
resentid by YE00 PRk ST W, wom:
en

The officer in charge of the adminis-
lmMuidnol' ﬂn&pnﬂsciuh\.lﬂw

Cpl Manjula kumara ,Cpl Rasnayake and Lac Dulakshi in Natonal Athlatic

5 Lone

mand S]wrla Officer Chond:ma Deep-  BpOTts counl

thi, a former rughy player, who has also
taken

up coaching the clubs’ rughy ard&

team.

“The Commander and several other
top afficals #f e Alr Force are former
sportsmen themselves, so they have
been suppartive to the endeavour in de-
veloping our sports facilities and infra-
structure,” the Command Sports Offi-

car says, adding that the current Alr
Harsha

council hopes to pac & place d-
cilities h\ mlbch mhermlonal stand-

MYM Dilshan of the Sri Lanka Alr
Force was awarded the Sir William
Challenge Trophy for the Mast
Sclentific Boxer in 86th Men's and
Women's Sen‘!or Natlonal Boxing

u'hil.e i v
Ina hr giving monetary rewards and
promotions o those who p!rfnnn well

came in swimming and athletics re-
spectively where Sarsml Samantha
Pri; o Com-
mllulnnnu\hr.lPﬂmmef fior’ e for-
mer while Corparal C!

and the Chief of Stafl
Adr Viee Kolitha

Marshal
were {rom strong sporting background
and thus their support to the Council
‘had been, and 10 be, mixgna-

singhe rank for the
latter.
Alr Force leaves no stone unturned
g thedr

have the best

nimous.

That suppert has led to guantitative
and qualitative results for the Air Force
Sports Club, both locally and I.Mer‘nn—
tionally with an envious medal haul -
over 35 golds, 30 silvers and 40 bmms
medals in various local competitions in
mm. along with several overall cham-

Alr Farce particularly d«m!mm

mmummmmmmonm'mmg
thess international standard venues to
train, they are also individually provi-
ded with the necessary equipment
that too the best available - such as
shoes and clothes.

Alr Force also exercises an open poli-
ey when recruiting its mmmen and

xpﬂl‘ll being champl.om in a.tmellu
(women's), shooting (men's), misM
lifting (women's),

women's), beach volla)‘balltmn‘llnd
women's), volleyball (women's), body
building (men’s), netball :wmmu's:,

“mmnmm
mhﬂo;cﬁﬂnm
juﬂmlryﬂlmnms,,

out af freewlll, without pressuring
‘them, on the basis that they are signed
a3 officers, depending on their gualifi-
eatbons, and undergo full Air Force
training and carrying out their full du-

ba-  ties when not engaged in sports activi-

ties.

The proud achievement for the Com-
mand Sports Officer Is that of his rughy
team, which was the only team to not
feature any forelgn talent, and yet they
recorded three wins in the Dialog rughy
League A Division.

“We were the only team in the league
that did not field a single foreigner and
we still won three games this season™,

“We were the only team (of the nine
teams that participated) in the Dialog
Rughy League that did not atilise the

as height, which are services of forelgn play-
of ather ‘m’,::'m ers, and to have rocorded
military teams, disre- mm::im mlml;ﬁmng
garded; the only true that did is an achieve-
barometer being their mmmﬂmm ment,” he said.
potential. has given the AFSC an Those threé wins in-

This has led the Air « mism that not anky will suc-
Force w d.iwowriﬂz cess follow them, bul thal it

do (men's), hockey (men’s) and mwlnu
(men's).

They also added many national titles
1o this lst, in volleyball {men's), tennis
:mn's). judo (men and women's) and

the outstations and a
Iot of the clubs’ rughy
from Avisa-
wella, Ratmapura and Pllivandala;

s}

areas that aren’t famous for producing
and wamen.

bagged the 2012 ITF Men's Future’s
Tennis tournament, and MMD Harish-
chandra bagged a South Asian Weight
lifting gold, as Air Force athletes began
performing well at International
events, winning another seven silver
and 16 bronze medals at foreign com-
petitions, with numerous others partic-

ing.
In the near future, the Air Force

spor
of the tal-
Sports Of

g talent in nm "W“IFN'

mﬂomu ,,

cluded a series win over
CH & FC and against for-
mer giants CR & FC, who
endured a tough tourna-
ment after a promising
start to the season.
“Ibelieve that

There is no short-sightedness either.
having pat in place exhaustive short,
mid and long term goals, that they
hope would sustain the success of
thedr sports teamys, whili s provi-
ing an opportunity to produce the
country’s next big star, ensuring that
the best possible facilities are provided
bo these sportmen and women.

And it's a case of more than just self-
preservation for this sports club, who
hope to open out their facilitie: he
public, all in the hope that it could pro-
duce the country’s next sporiing sensa-
tion as part of its long term plan.

They .also hope that their efforts
would facilitate a maccimum mamber of
sportsmen and women at the interna-
tional level.

Ins the mid-term they hope to facill-
tate the training of more of their
copches and sports men and women
abroad, even sending thelr rughy
coaches to New Zealand - an experi-
ence Command Sports Officor Deepthi
himself wis once afforded.

They also hope to conduct special-
ised lectures by voterans in the sports
fiekd, and also to enlist potential candl-
dates to the Alr Force.

This he says adds discipline, which is
an intangible quality that ks necessary
for @ sportaman to produce their best
results.

Aldr Force also hopes to continue or-
ganising their hugely popular racing

of facing those forelgn nlavels will
serve as well this year, and the players
w‘].llbemnr\wmﬂdmt to fxce up to the
* he sabd adding that

ﬂearDewthl says, “We do a lot of re-
crultment outstation and we conduct
training in the Northern, Eastern and
Scuthern provinces to identify talent
and we give them opportunities, which
otherwise they don't get."

Command Sports Officer Deepthi
adds that the recruitment s such
that they allow candidates to join only

they will not use foreign talent for the
UpComing season.

They are also contributing their ex-
pertise to develop other sports venues
around the island, having undertaken
the renovation of the Race Course
Ground, Into the International level
rughy ground and shopping complex it
s today.

events - the nd Sigiriva
rages - which not only big crowd sup-
part. but also the best drivers apd rid-
ers in Srl Lanka, and even a few forelgn
participants.

They also hope to continue with
thelr now annual Afr Force Cycle Festi-
val, while organising the National
Squash Championships.

With this sort of Impact on a large
number of sports, it's only a mattes of
time before Air Force produces the
next big star of the Sri Lankan sports
scene.




Charles Robinson seven-a -side hockey

The.Colombo Branch of the Matale Old
Thomians Association conducted thelSth
Charles Robinson Memorial Alll Island Invi-
tational Hockey Tournament at Police Park.

Air Force emerged champions for the sixth
time.

In the final, Air Force beat Police 1-0.
After the game had ended in a 0-0 draw,
centre forward L.G. Weerasuriya fired the
‘Golden Goal’ to give his team a 1-0 win.
The winners received the Charles Robin-
son Memorial Trophy, a replica, Rs.
20,000/- and replicas for each member.

In the photo Chief Guest Hayes Jayawar-
dena presents the Champions Trophy to
the skipper of the Air Force team D.T.
Panditharatne. Also in the picture are R.
Jayaweera, President of the Matale Old
Boys Association (Colombo Branch) and
M. Ratnaharan, Chairman of the Tourna-
ment Committee.

Dampiya Wanasinghe, Prmcipal o St |
Thomas’ presents the runner-up trophy to
the captain of the Police team, K.M.M.
Wijeratne. The team also received a repli-

ca, Rs. 15,000-, while the players also re- |
cewed individual replicas

Guest of Honour, M. Haniffa a distin-
guished old boy of STC presents the 2nd
runner-up Challenge Trophy to the skip-
per of the Navy team, M.A.D.N. Malla-
waarachchi. In the play off for the third i
place, Navy beat Wennappuwa 1-0. The |
Navy received a Challenge Trophy, a repli- |
ca, Rs. 10,000/- while the members of the
team were also in line for replicas. (BM) |




NEWPROCEDUREFOR
STATE LAND DISTRIBUTION

The Northern Province
Governor, Major General G.A.
Chandrasiri, has instructed the
District Secretaries and govern-
ment officials to adhere to a new
system when using and allocating
State lands in the North.

In a circular the Governor had
said:

"When renting, leasing, or
developing all State Lands in the
five districts of Jaffna,
Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu, Mannar
and Vavuniya or taking back any
State Land, special permission
must be obtained from the

‘ When renting, leasing, or
developing all State
Lands in the five districts of
Jatfna, Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu,
Mannar and Vavuniya or taking
back any State Land, special per-
mission must be obtained
from the Governor
Governor. "This decision was
taken on the advice of the
President and only in accordance
with this new procedure all State
Lands in the North would be dealt
with immediate effect. This

LAND ALLOCATION

applies to all State institutions
including the Army, Navy, Air
force and the Police. "All applica-
tions for such land should first
obtain the Governor's approval
through their respective Grama
Sevakhas and District
Secretaries. "All District
Secretaries have been informed of
this new procedure to be strictly
complied with and they would
also be briefed at a meeting to be
held in the Governor's office
tomorrow February 6.”




Jayalalithaa blames PM for

US going soft on Lanka.
- RESORUMON =

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J. Jayala-
lithaa yesterday blamed Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh for the wa-
tered down US resolution at the UN Hu-
man Rights Council (UNHRC) against
Sri Lanka last year. ~

Replying to a debate in the assem-

by, she said: "Last year, the US

-~ brought a strong resolution against Sri
' Lanka. The Indian government voted in
favour of the resolution at my contin-
ued insistence." '

In support of her charge, Jayalali-
thaa said Manmohan Singh wrote to
Sri Lankan President Mahinda Raja-
paksa later: "You would be aware that
we spared no effort and were success-
ful in introducing an element of balance
in the language of the resolution."She

|| Y

issues of the Sri Lankan civil war.

@ Mar 23, 2012: Chief Minister Jayalalithaa
expressed happiness over India voting in
favour of US-backed resolution against
Sri Lanka at the UNHRC, describing it as
“heartening’, but said India had been "very

."

indecisive on this very sensitive issue .

© July 08, 2012: Chief Minister Jayalalithaa
has objected to the training given to
Sri Lankan Air Force personnel in Chennai

-and-asked the central government to cancel
the training send them back to Sri Lanka.

@ #ar 97, 2012: Tamil Nadu chief minister Jayalalithaa termed
India's support to Sri Lanka at the UNHRC untenable and"
demanded support for the US resolution on accountability

Last year, the US
brought a strong res-
olution against Sri
Lanka. The Indian govern-
ment voted in favour of the

resolution at my con-
tinued insistence ’ ’
said that while the Sri Lankan govern-
ment did not take any action even on
the watered down resolution, informa-
tion had reached her that the US was
bringing another resolution against the
island nation this year.

In the interests of Sri Lankan Tamils,
the Indian government, based on the:
resolution passed by state assembly,
should table a resolution on Sri
Lanka atthe UN and get it
passes, Jayalalithaa added.

Blasting the "careless atti-
tude" of the Indian government
vis-a-vis Indian fishermen,

i who she said were continu-
ously attacked by the Sri Lan-
kan Navy, she urged the cen-
tral government to take up the
issue with Colombo as a mat-
ter of urgency. (IANS)




Fire evacuation drill
at Central Bank

The Sri Lanka Air Force fire-
fighters in collaboration with
the Colombo Fire Unit carried
out a Fire Evacuation drill at
the Central Bank yesterday.

The SLAF firemen demon-
strated several rescue opera-
tions such as aerial rope and
high angle rescue using the
Bronto sky-lifter. They also
demonstrated the operation
and use of ‘Jumping Sheet’
which was placed on the
ground.

Thirty five SLAF personnel

‘ ‘The SLAF firemen
demonstrated sever-

al rescue operations such as

aerial rope and high angle

rescue using the y
Bronto sky-lifter ’ ’
participated in the Fire Evacua-
tion Drill including the Chief
Fire Officer, Group Captain P.M.
Dias and Officer-in-Charge of

the firefighters, Flight Lieuten-
ant R. Ranneththi.




The CISM Day run, which involved a four kilometre walk, was seen passing the Lighthouse Junction yester-
day (17). Nearly 300 members of the forces, including the three service chiefs, participated in it. Pic by Kush-
an Pathiraja




O meaE
Cannabis cultivated

on large scale at
national parks

By SaRas! PARANAMANNA

Cannabis cultivations in national parks
have become one of the major threats to the
wildlife in national parks.

The Department of Wildlife Conservation
said, growing cannabis inside national
parks is not only illegal but is a major
threat to the availability of roaming space
and food sources of the animals.

“Out of 8 raids done in the Udawalawe
National Park since the beginning of 2018, 6
were involving cannabis cultivation sites

inside national parks. Usually the

‘ Thecan- Department of Wild:
_ life Conservation

tivation ::2::#; (DWC) carries out
about 1000 raids per

affects the ele- year and in Udawa-
phant population lawe park alone 16
inside national raids involving canna-

pnm bis cultivation were
which done” said DWC

faces the danger spokesperson, Hasini
of running out of sﬁamsfhem
food sources be-  Shesaid, the canna-
cause of bis cultivation special-
these ac- ly affects the elephant
tivities population inside na-
tional parks which
faces the danger of running out of food
soupces hecause of these activities,

“Due to this the human elephant conflict
also aggravates when the elephants wander
into bordering villages near national parks
in search of food. Our department's wildlife
officers are vigilant and carry out raids
constantly to curb the cannabis menace”
she said,

The Sti Lanka Air Force is also involved
in mapping out

cannabis culti-
vations in-
' side na-
#~g tional




DENGUE onTthE

~COLOMBO

By Youau Perena

he number of reported dengue cases
in the Colombo City had increased up
to 214 during this month so far,
Colombo Municipal Couneil (CMC)
said yesterday.
CMC Chief Medical Officer Dr. Pradeep
Kariyawasam said new cases are reported from
" Kirulapone, Wellawatte, Kollupitiya,
Thimbirigasyaya and Dematagoda
almost daily

He said Dematagoda is the most ok

| vulnerable area in the city at the -
moment.

Dr. Kariyawasam said 60 f

~ per cent of the reported

NEW CASES FR

KIRULAPONE,
WELLAWATTE,
KOLLUPITIYA,

THIMBIRIGASYAYA
D DEMATAGODA

Y

cases in the city are under the age of 20 while
around 25 percent of the cases are under the age

of five.

The Chief Medical Officer suggested early
pre; to control the disease. “We usually
start house visits by May and the residents start
cleaning their premises only after we start
carrying out these visits. But I would suggest
that the residents clean up their gardens and
premises early as possible,” he said. }

Dr. Kariyawasam said the CMC is also waiting

for the aerial spraying of BTI bacteria in

Colombo as per the recent

announcement made by the Health

Ministry

The Ministry recently

5 announced that spraying of

A BTI bacteria will take place in
Colombo by March 15.

It was announced that

SRS

N

:'m H
tr At et
Sowrve:. -l " DM GraphicaDesk.

this decision was made by Health Minister
Maithripala Sirisena who has had special
discussions in connection with importing of BTI
bacteria.

Cuban BTI bacteria will be sprayed from the
air in Colombo using Afr Force helicopters.
Dengue in Colombo spread rapidly due to the
large number of high rise buildings with

slabs, half built ings with te 8

slabs on the top of them. Gutters are the
other main problem it
was said.




Dhammika betters her
three national records

S M JIFFREY ABDEEN,
Kandy Sports Corr

Dhammika Harischandra of
Sri Lanka Air Force turned out
to be the Queen of lifters when
she smashed three existing
weightlifting national records for
women at the annual Senior
Women’s Weightlifting National
organized by the Sri Lanka
Weightlifting Federation and
worked off at Royal College, Pol-
onnaruwa this week,

Competing in 76 kilogramme
body weight category the heavily
built Dhammika Harischandra
snatched 76 kilogrammes and
later clean and jerked 91 kilo-
grammes to Aggregate 167. All
three marks were National
Récords.

The previous records of snatch
73 kilogramme and clean and
jerk 90 kilogrammes and total
163 registered at the Defence
. Services Weightlifting Champi-
onship last year too were held by
her.

Dhammika Harischandra

Dhammika Harischandra

hails from Menikhinna and
trains at Kandy YMCA under
the guidance of former national
weightlifting coaches Athula
Wijewickrama and S A Wijew-
ickrama and represented the
Kandy YMCA before joining the
Sri Lanka Air Force which
helped her to enhance her
weightlifting career. .
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we all know it

Having visited the beach back then, we recall /

With Valentine {#ay only days away,
we decided o compile a guide
that will help s ou (mostly guys)
through s eventful day.
Although it’s meant to celebrate love,
o day where the men
need to prove to their significant
other that thiey can make the
L4th of Februa v o day to remember,

o www hosundayleacor ik



[ranamadu runway
to open next month |

by Dhaneshi Yatawara

The Iranamadu runway
in Kilinochchi, which ‘the Sri
Lanka Air Force (SLAF) plans
to open next month, will be
open for all domestic aviation
activities, said Air Force Spokes-
man Wing Commander Shlraz
Jaldeen.

The new runway is being
constructed according to Inter-
national Civil Aviation stan-
dards enabling its use by any
civil aviator, according to Wing
Commander Sumedha Silva,
the Commanding Officer of the
Rapid Runway Repair Wing of
the SLAE

At present 85 percent of the

construction work is complete,
according to Wing Commander
Silva. “At the moment we are
installing runway lights. The
aviation tower is under con-
struction and we have almost
completed the construction of
a separate parking area for air
planes;” explained Wing Com.
Silva.

“The C130 is Lhe largest air
plane we have with the Air
Force and the runway is suitable
to land this large cargo plane’
he explained. As the runway
serves all commercial domestic
airlines a separate building is
under construction as the air
movement area for passengers.

Construction has used over
42,000 cubes of gravel that the

Air Force found from the vicin-

ity of the construction area.

i~
“The aggregate base coat on tt;p
of the gravel layer needs a large
amount of granite and the entire
requirement was from the metal
crusher owned by the SLAF at
Mamaduwa in Vavuniya,” Wing
Com Silva said.

“We bought all material after
thoroughly testing them for
suitability to construct a stan-
dard runway. We have estah-
lished a fully-fledged testing lab
at the premises,” he said. :

The SLAF has 14 rianajs
around the country at the
moment and the Iranamad
runway is the first to be bui
SLAF with their own experﬁe
Last December, Air Force
mander, Air Marshal Hﬂ
Abeywickrama landed a hgh
aircraft to test the condmon"‘of
the runway.
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Streamlined to assist Govt's nation-building projects

SLAF now con

BY DHANESHI
YATAWARA

scaping projects, garment factories and
revenue generating joint farming ven-
‘tures establish with private companies
where exporting market opportunities
have been explored. These projects

They were the eyes for the infantry
troops on the ground. The visions of
the enemy territory captured by their
unmanned aircrafts and the surveil-
lance of the beachcrafts assisted the
ground commanders of the Army to

the accurate orders. When their
MI24s blasted the enemy bunker lines
at close range MIGs and Kfirs devas-
tated movements of the enemy.

The Sri Lanka Air Force, proved
their true strength rubbing their skills
against the rough edged terrorism
that haunted Sri Lankd nearly three
decades. In eliminating LTTE ter-
rorism from the country the SLAF
shouldered a mammoth responsibility.
When the threats were over and peace
re-emerged everyone thought it was
time for the forces to squeeze back in
to their bunkers and camps cutting
down all connections with the rest of
the non military world. Though the
soldiers keep the arms on safety mode
at all times they have not given up
serving the country. Today they are
seen at every development drive; be it
‘a mega national level scheme or just
repairing village road soldiers, airmen
and sailors play a leading role.
*"Today, they who conquered the skies
have conquered the land too. Aligned
with the Government development
vision the SLAF, using their valuable
h resource, in a multi faceted
approach serves the nation while look-
ing after their veterans and the welfare

of the entire force.

i ed dﬂlﬂhn ?hbq‘

i L uties as the pres-
ent 1:nm:nrm;giur”iu.l the special project
ventures operated by the Sri Lanka
Air Force were streamlined to assist
“Nation Building Projects of the Gov-
ernment,’ said Air Force Spokesman
Wing Commander Shiraz Jaldeen
éxplaining the new approach of the Sri
Lanka Air Force.

""'Today the Air Force runs around 32
- welfare projects through their bases
and camps spread across the country
benefiting the civil population while
édrning an income with their commit-
mient. The projects include Agricultur-
al Farming ventures, large scale land-

ly contribute to the develop-

ment of the country whilst providing
tremendous job opportunities for the
youths in rural areas.

The livestock and Agro
ventures have produced Rs. 180 mil-
lion worth of products whilst generat-
ing Rs. 30 million as profits the
year 2012. The total welfare contribu-
tion rendered by these ventures for the
civil and service community is nearly
Rs. 60 million, according to Air Com-
modore Leonard Rodrigo of the Com-
mand Welfare Project Unit.

“Presently the Sri Lanka Air Force
actively taking part in various nation
building projects on par with the
government vision - "Api Wawamu
Rata Nagamu” concept, said Air Com-
modore Rodrigo. The Command Wel-
fare Project Agro Unit conducts vast
number of projects such as Coconut
cultivation, Dairy Farm and Milk Pro-
cessing Unit, Poultry Projects, Piggery
Project, Meat processing Unit and the
Mushroom cultivating project at the
estate in SLAF Base Katunayake.

The Dairy Projects established in
various SLAF stations throughout the
country has more than 500 cattle and
300 buffaloes to produce fresh milk,
yoghurt, butter, curd and ice cream.
This dairy ventures produce 4,500
litres of fresh milk and 4,000 litres
of buffaloe milk, 3,500 pots of curd,
150,000 cups of yoghurt monthly, on
an average. <

These products are sold at conces-
sionary prices in farm shops at Air
Force premises and sales outlets at
Ratmalana and Colombo.

The coconut cultivation of the SLAF
takes place in association with the
Coconut Cultivation Board at Katu-
nayake, Ekala, Giriulla, Koggala, Weer-
awila, Palavi and Sigiriya. Over 2,000
acres of land is cultivated producing
nearly 600,000 nuts per year. Under
the project production of coconut oil,
Copra desiccated coconut, Coconut
Husk, distribution of coconut seedlings
are undertaken. The coconut produced
by this cultivation is sold at conces-
sionary prices among service and civil
personnel.

Cultivation and other Agro Projects
are established at the SLAF Peraru.
The paddy cultivation established in
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tend a vegetable plot

Air Force

the extent of more than 300 acres of
land at Morawewa in Trincomalee,
presently produces nearly 300,000
kilograms of rice. These are distributed
among service and civil families within
SLAF organisation at a concessionary
rate. This project employing families
living in those areas thus has upgraded
their living status with a steady income
generation. -

The poultry farming ventures
involve in producing various poultry
items such as Broiler meat, Eggs, Tur-
key, Duck and Country chicken. The
Broiler project operations produce
more than 50,000 kilograms of meat
per month on average. The SLAF has

its own PoultrBreeder farm and
Hatchery in Sigiya and able to pro-
duce broiler chics. The excess pro-
duction of broilechicks is distributed
among the civil fanersiin north and
east areas to upgrade nationlateatal
production of the country special in
rural areas.

The piggeries managed by Com-
mand Welfare Project Unit house
with mare than 1,500 pigs and pro-
duces mearly 30,000 Kg of pork as
the memthly production. The pork
produced by the project is processed
in to hiigh quality chops and presently

_ the SLAF produces good quality pork
sausagges which are sold at farm shops.

o

quers the land

The fresh juice outlets established

in various SLAF stations specially in
Colombo, Katunayake have been high-
ly impressed by the service and public
community. These outlets produce

items in 2011 and Rs. 213 million
worth items in 2012 and have recorded
Rs. 11 million as profit in last,” said Air
Commodore Rodrigo. B

Going beyond self sustainable con-
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fruit varieties at concessionary prices.

Further, the landscaping unit of
Sri Lanka Air Force engages in ven-
tures within the Sri Lanka Air Force
organisation namely Pallekele Holiday
Home, Nuwara Eliya Holiday Home,
Air Force Headquarters premises and
Reception Hall at Katunayake. The
Green Grass cultivating projects where
Blue Grass and Australian Grass are
intensely cultivated have been estab-
lished in Katunayake and Ratmalana
Air Force Base premises in order to
provide material for landscaping.

The large scale ornamental eTincl
forestry plant nursery managed at
Katunayake pmvideersy plants and other
material require for Colombo and
other Air Force premises beautifica-
tion. This particular plant nursery
provides ornamental and forestry plant
at concessionary rate for service and
civil personnel with in and out side
organisation.

The nursery currently maintain
more than 20,000 ornamental, and for-
estry plants.

Another efficient welfare measure
taken up by the SLAF is their own
super market chain operated within
the organisation. “The SLAF directly
involve in purchasing super market
products from reputed companies
which are distributed from a central
hub in Ratmalana. These super mar-
kets have sold Rs. 212 million worth

ity agro products that are in greater
demand.

The project venture jointly initi-
ated with leading private companies
is currently involved in production of
Jalapeno-pepper, Gherkin in Polytun-
nels and green houses for the export
market, according to Air Commodore
Rodrigo.

“We are hoping to produce raw
material, Caster seeds for bio-fuel as
a joint venture with a multinational
company of United States” he said
explaining the future plans of the SLAF
inspired by their own success.

With all these efforts the Air Force
earns a steady income enabling the
smooth run of their welfare activities
without being dependent on the Gov-
ernment budget.

“All these business ventures do not
depend on the budget we get from the
treasury.

‘We use our own money that we gen-
erate through these projects to improve
our busi » Air Commodore
Rodrigo added.

Today these courageous men and
women of the Air Force have proved
that nothing is beyond reach when
working as a team. Rather being con-
fined to their barracks, the Air Force is
more than happy to continue as a part
and parcel of the development of the
country using all their talents to the
maximum. Pix : Air Force Media




65TH INDEPENDENCE DAY

Amidst grey skies, President stresses on
importance of celebratlons in Trincomalee

Torrential rains beat
down on Sri Lanka's 85th In-
dependence Day
tions at Fort Frederick in
Trincomalee last week.

Even President Mahinda
Rajapaksa did not escape, as
raindrops splattered down
on him. His "satakaya” grew
splotchy and his face glis-
tened with water.

Thankfully, an aide later
rushed in with an umbrella.
But President Rajapaksa
was seen stepping away
from his special dais —

where he had stood for the §

flag-raising ceremony and
the playing of the national
anthem— wiping rainwater
off his face with a white
handkerchief.

The downpour only stop-
ped intermittently during
the celebrations, which were
held on a comparatively low-
er key than in previous

The wet weather made a few diplomats nod off

celebra- s

Eyes rlght the President takes the salute. Pix by Indika Hnnduwnln

years,

Diplomats in the front row
were particularly affected as
the winds repeatedly swept
in their direction drenching
them. They were seen gath-
ering up their soggy skirts

and trousers and fleeing to
the back of their tents, re-
turning only when there was
a break in the weather.

The highlights of the
event themed “A Prosperous
Tomorrow, Glorious Mother-

land"” included the custom-
ary parade of the armed
forces, traditional dancers
representing Sri Lanka's
various eultural, religious
and ethnic identities also
gswayed along the damp

streets.

An army spokesman said
around 4,000 security forces
personnel participated.

In his speech, President
Rajapaksa underlined the
historic importance of Trin-
comalee. “The evidence of
history is that to secure pow-
er in Asia control over this
Port of Trincomalee should
be obtained,” he said. The
President also drew atten-
tion to the LTTE's repeated
efforts to capture Trincoma-
lee,

“We have arrived in Trin-
comalee today, having bro-
ken the shackles of slavery”
he stressed. “Therefore, by
holding our Independence
Day celebrations in this city
important to the world for
thousands of years, we show
the world the importance we
attach to world peace, free-
dom and reconciliation.”

Rain proved a spoiler; VIPs in the front rows were seen
tucking up their trousers and running for shelter



Sri Lanka Air Force personnel busy carpeting the runway of
the Iranamadu airstrip, which the LTTE had built to operate

light aircraft. The 1,500 meters long and 25 metres wide
airstrip is now being re-constructed on par with internation-
al standards, Commanding Officer, Wing Commander
Sumedha de Silva told a group of visiting journalists. It will
be ready for air operations by March this year. (Pic by Saman
Ranaweera)




Mannar Basin Exploration

As part of concluding its preparation and ahead
of commencing the exploratory drilling of Phase
2 Exploration period in the Mannar Basin, Cairn
Lanka successfully organized a stakeholder work-
shop in Colombo on Tuesday January 29, where
Senior Government officials representing Petro-
leum Resources Development Secretariat (PRDS)
‘and Marine Environment Protection Authority, the
Commander of Sri Lanka Navy along with his and
senior officers from the Sri Lanka Air Force graced
the occasion and provided key inputs.

" Several members of other relevant government

bodies-and ministries were present at-the wurk-sly.‘ -~
a

Dr. Sunil Bharati, Head of Corporate Affairs:

ication of Cairn India & Director, Cairn
Mdem Manager of
Cairn Lanka and other senior officials involved
in the exploration and drilling operations briefed
the gathering on the timeline and operational pro-
cedures of the current and ongoing phase of the
project. The workshop, where Cairn officials and
stakeholders of the industry exchanged views on
exploration and drilling in the Mannar Basin, was
held at a city hotel in Colombo.

Cairn Lanka will commence drilling its fourth ex-
ploratory well off the coast of Kalpitiya from Febru-
ary 1, 2013, in the Block SL 2007-01-001 in the Mannar
Basin.
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From left: Dr. Sunil Bharati, Director - Cairn

Update on Block SL 2007-01-001:

Post the acquisition and interpretation of 600 sq km
3D seismic data during Phase 2 exploration period in
Block SL 2007-01-001, exploration drilling was initially
planned for mid CY 2013. However, due to early rig avail-
ability and excellent logistical preparations, the well
drilling date is now advanced by a quarter: The prepara-
tion for Phase 2 drilling activity is now complete with
a drill ship has been secured from M/s. Transocean.
Drilling of an exploration well is expected to commence
February 01, 2013.

Drill ship

The ‘Discoverer Seven Seas’ is a sélf-propelled dynam-
ically positioned drill ship capable of operating in water
depths up to 6,500 ft using 18% in 15,000 psi BOP and 21in
OD marine drilling riser: Seven Seas is a fourth-genera-
tion, deepwater semi-submersible rig which has previ-
ously carried out drilling activity in the Indian sub-
continent and in the eastern offshore. The Transocean
Discoverer Seven Seas is a High-Specification rig in the
Transocean Inc. fleet and will have more than 100 high-
ly qualified technical and specialized persons on board
during operations. Transocean is a leading internation-
al provider of offshore contract drilling services for oil
and gas wells. The company specializes in technically
demanding sectors of the global offshore drilling busi-
ness with focus on deepwater and harsh environment
drilling services.
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Lanka, Navy Commander, Vice Admiral J.S.K. Colombage, Air Vice

Marshal Gagan Bulathisinghala, Commander Operations Director General P.R.D.S. Saliya Wickramasuriya, Rear
Admiral, Terence Sundaram, Country Manager Cairn Lanka, Alan Crighton, GM Drilling Operations Cairn India,
M.S. Srinivas, Senior Advisor Geology Cairn India
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